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THE SHEPPARD COMMITTEE’S REPORT 


BEFORE commenting on the Sheppard Committee’s Report (see p. 189) it is 
as well to refresh our history. The rumblings and grumblings on the inade- 
quate representation of the salaried architect in wage negotiations had been heard 
for many years when in 1954 the Salaried and Official Architects’ Committee of the 
RIBA produced a report which recommended that the Institute should seek powers 
ioact as a trade union. Its recommendations were made only after a questionnaire 
answered by more than half the members of the Institute had shown that the majority 
were dissatisfied with the existing trade unions and desired the RIBA either to 
sponsor a new one or to give unequivocal support to an existing one. The 
Council did not accept this, and a year ago wrote to all members advising them to 
join the organisation appropriate te their particular field of employment. They 
promised “ actively to explore alternative means of obtaining the agreed objective 
of improving and strengthening the conditions of employment of salaried architects.” 


At the Annual General Meeting of the Institute in May last year a record, but 
not necessarily representative, attendance deplored the Council’s letter and instructed 
the Council to reconsider its decisions and bring forward fresh proposals in line 
with the majority opinion of those who replied to the questionnaire. The future 
action of the Council seemed clear, and in July what is known as the Sheppard 
Committee was formed to make recommendations for immediate action. 


The first interim report of this Committee recommends that the Council instruct 
the Salaried and Official Architects’ Committee “to establish and maintain formal 
and regular liaison with those organisations which are, or may become, concerned 
with negotiations affecting the salaries and conditions of service of architects and 
architectural assistants; to try to secure the co-operation of these organisations; 
and whenever practicable to co-ordinate and give cohesion to their activities.” In 
short, the Sheppard Committee recommends the continuance of the status quo, for 
he existing organisations referred to are already consulted by the RIBA and some 
of them are represented on the RIBA Council or Committees. It is difficult to 
imagine that a formal and regular liaison will be any happier or more productive 
than the plaintive wooing of these organisations which the Salaried and Official 
Architects’ Committee has been conducting over a period of years. It is even 
more doubtful whether the larger and more powerful organisations will accept 
guidance intended to give “ cohesion to their activities.” 


The Council of the Institute have, however, endorsed this pious hope and probably 
expect this year’s Annual Géneral Meeting to do the same. On that occasion they 
will have a fine red herring to draw across the path of those who accuse them 
of procrastination for, tacked on to the terms of reference of the Sheppard Com- 
mittee, was an instruction to consider “ extended investigation into the structure 
of the profession, the total income of the profession in relation to the scale of 
salaries that might be awarded, and the grading of architectural assistants in 
relation to age, experience and responsibilities; to suggest to the Council an appro- 
priate programme of work; and to make recommendations as to any expert assis- 
lance considered necessary for carrying out the investigation.” The Committee has 
dutifully recommended. that the Council set up a department with this as their 
duty, and immediately to appoint a senior officer with the necessary technical staff. 
The idea, it would seem, is that knowledge is power and that this department 
would obtain the knowledge and enable the Institute to assume power as a 
‘Pressure group” to advise, and—for surely this is implied—to coerce the 
Government and lesser bodies. The report appears to recognise that the present 
quality and performance of the profession is not good enough to add proper 
weight to the Institute’s words, but it does not make clear whether an improvement 
s necessary before the Institute can speak with authority. 


It will be interesting to watch the Counoil of the Institute, soon to be elected 
| 1 more liberal principles, as it tackles (or avoids) the problem of representation and 
;at the same time advances to fill the chair which waits, empty, for the leader of 
an efficient building industry. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 
OF THE WEEK 


Maiden Speech 


THE new Minister of Works, Mr. 

Patrick Buchan-Hepburn, made an 
excellent first impression when speaking 
at the National Federation’s annual din- 
ner on January 24 at the Dorchester 
Hotel. In a speech short in length and 
modest in manner, the Minister declared 
his interest in the need to work towards 
reduction of building costs, and particu- 
larly in the trend manifesting itself of 
stabilising materials prices; and also 
showed that he is alive to the important 
part that must be played by improved 
management and by technical education. 
To have gone deeply into these matters 
would have been out of place at what is 
principally a social function, but Mr. 
Buchan-Hepburn did enough to show 
that he is well aware of the essential 
needs of the industry and is prepared to 
work with its leaders towards fulfilling 
them. 


The retiring President, Mr. Harvey 
Frost, was in good form, and the incom- 
ing President, Mr. Nigel Hannen (who 
welcomed the Minister with the remark 
that he hoped the industry would not 
suffer through exchanging the Birch for 
a Whip) and Mr. Hugh Lyon (director of 
the Public School Appointments Board) 
were suitably light-hearted. After which 
the 900 members and guests danced and 
were excellently entertained until car- 
riages (and 1.30 a.m.) arrived. 


Building in National Parks 


INEVITABLY a certain amount of build- 
ing will have to be done in the National 
Parks, and this will need to be carefully 
controlled if injury to the beauty of these 
areas is to be avoided. We welcome the 
publication of a well-illustrated booklet 
entitled ‘“ Dartmoor: Building in the 
National Park,” produced for the Dart- 
moor National Park Planning Committee 
by the Architectural Press (price 5s. net). 
This contains much excellent advice on 
the siting and design of buildings and the 
selection of materials to harmonise with 
the landscape. A chapter on “Some 
Do’s, Don’ts and Cautions” is particu- 
larly useful to intending builders. If these 
recommendations are observed, and it is 
clearly the intention of the Committee 
that they shall be, there should be no 
spoiling of the beauty of this wild and 
lovely region. 
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* Decorama 1956 ” 


One regrets being slightly less enthusi- 
astic about this exhibition than its almost 
lyrical Press hand-out, for it contains 
some very good things submerged by the 
display, writes Basil Marriott. It is at 
Sandersons, of Berners-street, a biennial 
event best regarded not over-analytically 
as a party punctuating the business in 
hand for both staff and customers. 

That business is, of course, well 
enough established as the selling of wall- 
papers and fabrics, to stand a little 
criticism, and there is no question of its 
being one of the few to which one goes 
with reasonable confidence of finding 
something one (or one’s client) likes, even 
if it has to be torn from the hand of an 
assistant who prefers something else. 

In this brief note it is perhaps best to 
confine that criticism to the generali- 
sation that there is rather too much of 
everything, and that much is made to 
seem rather of a muchness by an over- 
ambitious setting. But I suppose that a 
trade which feels it must cater for all 
tastes and ranges from “ Ancestral 
Fabrics” to “ to-day’s idiom ” (in which, 
the hand-out assures us, there is much) 
must inevitably produce an effect of 
mixed origins, like the show’s title. 

The RCA “ Flat °56,” assembled under 
Sir Hugh Casson’s direction, is naturally 
more assured in taste and know-how: 
it would be pedestrian to question its 
liveability. The restlessness is probably 
due to the decohort of designers and 
the decade of firms lending furniture 
and “ props,” but it is notable that one of 
the nicest and least assertively overscaled 
fabrics is Casson’s own chinoiserie, 
** Summer Palace ” ; the Iron Curtain evi- 
dently has a silver-and-sepia lining. 

I see that one of the dailies sympa- 
thises with the over-50 who is apparently 
required to wallow, like some overweight 
odalisque, in a sort of fur-lined bath 
reminiscent of Alma Tadema’s studio, in 
order to watch the tele. As a 50-plus, 
hear, hear! says I. But since this note 
cannot appear before the show closes, it 
need not deter others less crusty and 
more sinuous. 

Warwicks School Building 

Owl1nG to difficulties prevailing in the 
Midlands building industry, Warwickshire 
Education Committee is to arrange for a 
firm of London architects to design tim- 
ber schools for construction in the 
county. To ensure no delay, a Ministry of 
Education officer is to be seconded to 
deal with administrative work. The diffi- 
culties experienced are in getting schools 
built in time to meet the demand for 
teaching accommodation, the committee 
has stated, and contractors are to be re- 
quired to specify completion dates to 
which they would have to adhere. 

To allow more planning time, the 
Minister has agreed to certain schools in 
the 1957-58 main programme being 
brought forward to the reserve list for 
1956-57. They include junior and infant 
schools at Sutton Coldfield, secondary 
schools at Coleshill and Solihull, a 
secondary technical school at Solihull and 
a county secondary school at Wilnecote. 
Efforts are to be made to restrict the use 
of movable classrooms and so avoid 
expenditure on buildings which are not 
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permanent, but it has been agreed to 
provide 16 movable classrooms by Sep- 
tember. 


** Labour-only ” Sub-contracting 
Acton Town CounciL has been asked 
by the NFBTO to insert in its building 
contracts a clause prohibiting “ labour- 
only” sub-contracting. The Metropolitan 
Boroughs Association has said the matter 
is one for ordinary negotiation within the 
industry, but after inquiries with neigh- 
bouring towns, the council’s housing 
committee has recommended that the 
NFBTO request should be granted. 


Scholarships Abroad 


OveER 100 scholarships are being offered 
to British students by 17 foreign coun- 
tries for study abroad during the 
academic year 1956-57. The scholarships 
are mainly for university graduates and 
under-graduates, but some are open to 
persons with non-academic professional 
qualifications. Details from The Con- 
troller, Education Division, The British 
Council, 65, Davies-street, W1. 


Appointment Open 

APPLICATIONS are invited by February 
22 for the post of Secretary to the 
National Council for Technological 
Awards, Salary £1,500 to £2,000, accord- 
ing to qualifications and experience. 
Details advertised elsewhere in this issue 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1856 
Saturday, February 2, 1856 

THE PAVILION AT BRIGHTON.—A paper 
on this once “ Royal property ” has been 
printed by order of the Pavilion Com- 
mittee....It appears that the scheme is a 
colossal one, which will require a large 
sum to carry it out; but the purpose is 
to make the Pavilion a paying concern, 
while devoting it to public purposes, and 
to recreation and amusement. 


February 3 1956 


COMING EVENTS 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 


INCORPORATED ASSOCIATION OF 
AND SURVEYORS.—Annual dinner 
the London and Home Counties 
Fair Hotel, Wl. 7 p.m. 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 
INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGIN 
Discussion on * What should be our Natog 
Fuel Policy?” opened by Mr. E, F, Sch 
macher. Savoy-place, WC2. 5.30 p.m, ‘ 
SOCIETY OF ENGINEERS.—Presidential addr 
by Capt. H. F. Jackson, MSE, FRAS, 
ton House, Piccadilly, WI. 5.30 p.m, 
THe Moputar Society.—Further repo 
from officers of the Building Research Static 
and the British Standards Institution on the 
joint programme of research in modular oo 
ordination under the auspices of the Eun. 
pean Productivity Agency. Royal Society ¢ 
Arts, 6, John “Adam-street, Adelphi, Wo 
7.30 p.m. 7 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 

FEDERATION OF CLINKER BLOCK Maytry, 
TURERS.—Annual general meeting and Juncheo) 
Piccadilly Hotel, Wl. 1 p.m. : 

RIBA.—Prize presentation, president’s addres 
to students and criticism of submitted yor 
by Mr. G. Grenfell Baines, ARIBA, AMID! 
66, Portland-place, W 6 p.m. 

ROYAL INSTITUTION OF CHARTERED SuRveyox 
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(JUNIOR ORGANISATION).—* Rating, with refs] 
ence to the new Valuation,” by Mr. H. M. Wik 
FRICS. 12, Great George-street, SWI. 6) 
p.m. 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 8. 
ARCHITECTURAI ASSOCIATION.—* Collioure, 
Pyrenees,’ by Mr. P. Johnson-Marshall, ARIBA 
AMTPI. 36, Eodford-square, WCI, 65 
p.m. 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ASSOCIATiO\ 
-Discussion on ** Who Should Own the Na 
Towns?” opened by Mr. G. Lindgren, MP, af 
Mr. W. E. Adams, CBE. Planning Centre, % 
King-street, Covent Garden, WC2. 6 p.m 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 10. 
RoyaL INSTITUTION OF GREAT BRITAIN 
“ The Steel Skeleton.” by Professor J. | 
Baker, OBE, MA, ScD, 21, Albemarle-stree 
WI. 9 p.m. 








THE BENELUX GATE: Shown above is the winning entry in a competition open if 
students in Belgian architectural schools for the “* Benelux ” Gate which will be a featu' 
of the Brussels Exhibition of 1958. The winners—Robert Jeanne, Andre Pirnay and Gu} 
Martin—have designed their entry in the form of a horizontal awning rather like the wits) 
wings” being 180 ft. and 111 ft. long respectively. 
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structure, with its light metal framework, will be suspended from a 160 ft. high mast. 
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IN July last, the RIBA Council ap- 

pointed an ad hoc committee 
ynder the chairmanship of Mr. Richard 
Sheppard, FRIBA, to examine the repre- 
sentation of members in salaried employ- 
ment and to review the structure of the 
profession. The first interim report was 


last, and has now been published. The 
full text is given in the RIBA Journal for 
January, and a short summary of recom- 
mendations now follows: 


SUMMARY OF SHEPPARD REPORT 
AND RECOMMENDATIONS 


REPRESENTATION OF SALARIED ARCHI- 
tects.—On this subject the Committee 
state: ““ We are faced with many ques- 
tions which we cannot attempt to answer 
at this stage of our examination, but it 
appears to us that there are two important 
ones which call for immediate action and 
are the reason for and _ subject-matter 
of this report. The first one is: How the 
Royal Institute may best secure the 
highest practicable degree of protection 
and promotion of the legitimate interests 
of its salaried members through liaison 
with existing protective bodies (including 
trade unions) and by influencing and 
co-ordinating their work in so far as 
architects are concerned.” 

Accordingly, the Committee recom- 
mend: That the Council instruct the 
Salaried and Official Architects’ Commit- 
tee (i) to establish and maintain formal 
and regular liaison with those organisa- 
tions which are or may become concerned 
with negotiations affecting the salaries 
and conditions of service of architects 
and architectural assistants ; (ii) to try 
to secure the co-operation of these 
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organisations on all matters affecting 
such salaries and conditions; and (iii) 
whenever practicable to co-ordinate and 
give cohesion to the activities of these 
organisations which are directed to the 
betterment of the interests of architects. 

REVIEW OF STRUCTURE OF THE PRO- 
FESSION.—The Committee state that it 
appears to them that, if the RIBA is to 
be, in a position to protect its salaried 
members, it must acquire a great deal 
of soundly based information on the 
precise nature and degree of responsi- 
bility attaching to salaried posts of 
various kinds, on the organisation of 
large offices, and on the salaries at pre- 
sent paid both to architects in all types 


of offices and to other professional 
employees discharging comparable 
Tesponsibilities. 


“Tt is clear that a study of this kind,” 
they state, “‘ which is in our opinion an 
essential prerequisite of the Institute’s 
making any move in these matters, can- 
not be carried out by a Committee 
meeting perhaps a dozen times a year. 
It calls for continuous investigation, 
statistical expertise and an acquaintance 
with both general administration and the 
work of architects. In our view analytical 
and comparative studies such as we sug- 
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Salaried Employment and Structure of the 
Architectural Profession 
THE SHEPPARD AND SALARIED ARCHITECTS’ REPORTS 


gest should form an essential part of the 
permanent activities of any major pro- 
fessional institution.” 

Accordingly, the Committee recom- 
mend the Council to set up the necessary 
organisation to carry out this study under 
the guidance of our Committee, or of 
any future Committee that may be set 
up for the purpose. 

“We are informed,” the report con- 
tinues, “that this work could not be 
undertaken by the existing secretarial 
staff of this Institute. We....strongly 
recommend the immediate appointment 
of a senior officer, within the existing 
secretariat, subject to the direction of the 
Secretary, and with the necessary tech- 
nical staff, at a salary commensurate 
with the responsibilities of the post. 

INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO MEMBERS. 
—On this subject the Committee state: 
“We wish to record our conviction that 
many of the complaints and much of 
the dissatisfaction about the alleged 
failures of the Institute to safeguard and 
advance the interests of the profession 
would not have been expressed or felt 
had members been kept fully aware of 
the manifold activities undertaken by 
the Council and Committees on their 
behalf....we accordingly recommend 
that the Council take the necessary 
action to ensure that members are kept 
regularly informed of as much of the 
work of the Institute as is compatible 
with the proper conduct of its affairs. 

“In pursuance of the policy explicit 
in the last paragraph, we particularly 
recommend that this report be published 
in full. 

“Lastly, since the report of the 
Salaried and Official Architects’ Commit- 
tee is the only comprehensive survey of 
the position of salaried architects that 
has been made in the Institute, and since 
it has been the basis of the discussions 
of this Committee, we recommend that 
it also be published, subject to such 
minor editing as may be deemed neces- 
sary for publication.” [This report is 
summarised below.] 

The above recommendations have 
already been approved by the RIBA 
Council, either fully or in principle, or 
subject to modifications. 


REPORT OF SALARIED & OFFICIAL 
ARCHITECTS’ COMMITTEE 


THE following report of the Salaried 
and Official Architects’ Committee on 
the Representation of Salaried Architects 
was prepared by a sub-committee of the 
main committee after a study of the 
problem extending for nearly 18 months. 
It was approved and adopted by the 
full committee in November, 1953, and 
was submitted as their report to the 
Council in February, 1954. 


Summary of Recommendations 


As to the Institute’s participation in 
salary negotiations. (93). That the 


189 


Royal Institute do not take, or 
attempt to take, any part in the 
negotiations of salaries of its members 
with outside bodies (para. 56). 

As to the composition of RIBA Coun- 
cil and Committees. (94). That the Coun- 
cil give early consideration to the desir- 
ability of changing their composition so 
that the majority of their members are 
elected by ballot of the general body of 
members (para. 61). 

(95). That the Council be advised to 
have due regard to the numbers of sala- 
ried and official architects who are mem- 
bers of the Institute, when making ap- 
pointments to Committees (para. 62). 

As to the formation of a trade union. 
(96). (A). That the Privy Council be 
petitioned to grant a supplemental Char- 
ter to, and to permit the necessary 
amendments of the existing Charters of, 
the Royal Institute, which would em- 
power the Royal Institute either (i) to 
form and promote, either by itself or in 
conjunction with another body or other 
bodies, a trade union of architects and 
architectural assistants, such trade union 
having the standing, within the Institute, 
of an Allied Society; or (ii) subject to 
such conditions as the Council of the 
Royal Institute and the Privy Council 
may determine, to admit into alliance any 
existing trade union or association, whose 
substantial majority of members are 
architects. 

(B). That the procedure for carrying 
out Recommendation (A), if approved by 
the Council, be as follows: (i) Counsel to 
be instructed to draft the Petition (in- 
cluding alterations on the lines indicated 
both to the Charters and By-laws). (ii) 
The said Petition, as drafted by Counsel, 
to be submitted first to the Council of the 
Institute, and if approved by them, then 
to a general meeting of members for 
approval and the resolution necessary for 
submission to Privy Council (para. 80). 

As to negotiating machinery for salar- 
ied assistants in private practice. (97). (A). 
That the Council of the Institute set up a 
“Whitley Council” within the Institute, 
composed of an independent Chairman, 
seven members representing private prac- 
titioners (the employers’ side) and seven 
members representing salaried assistants 
(the employees’ side). 

(B). That the said “ Whitley Council ” 
be charged with (i) the negotiation of a 
minimum scale of salaries and conditions 
of service for salaried assistants in private 
practice; and (ii) the settlement of any 
issue or dispute arising from the negoti- 
ated conditions of service, such settlement 
to be treated as final. 

(C). That observance of the Scale of 
Salaries and Conditions of Service so 
negotiated, and revised from time to time 
at the discretion of the said “ Whitley 
Council,” be enjoined in the Code of Pro- 
fessional Conduct of the Royal Institute 
(para. 88). 

As to “ blacklisting * of vacancies. (98). 
That the Council authorise the Salaried 
and Official Architects’ Committee to in- 
sert in the RIBA Journal, when the need 
arises, notices advising members not to 
apply for certain appointments without 
first communicating with the Secretary 
of the Institute (para. 92), 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


The Laced Valley 
To the Editor of The Builder 


.1R,—I was interested by the somewhat 
amusing and very lucid description of 
Mr. James Burford’s adventure in con- 
struction, given in your issue of 
January 13. 

Now that he has told us all about the 
Laced Valley (which, by the way, was very 
familiar to one in one’s youth), perhaps 
he will let us into the secrets to attain 
the even more picturesque Swept Valley? 
I am sure the present generation would 
be interested in this also. 


W. R. CROSHER [FRICS, FIArb]. 
329, High Holborn, W.C.1. 


To the Editor of The Builder 


SIR.—Your explanatory article on this 

subject is admirable. You may be 
interested to know that i devised the 
term “ Laced Valley ” as a description of 
the Colleyweston form of valley usual 
in Northants and around as differentiated 
from the Cotswold “ Swept Valley” ex- 
plained by Sir Guy Dawber. 

At that time I did not know that a 
similar technique in plain tiles was com- 
mon practice in Oxfordshire, Berks and 
district, including the charming trick of 
the ridge-tile cross-gutter above the sub- 
sidiary roof—for it is essential that a 
main roof should rise higher to allow the 
valley formation to die out. I believe 
Curtis Green was the first to revive this 
truly craftsmanlike method. I was fortu- 
nate in being able to watch a Colley- 
weston valley being unmade, when stay- 
ing at Oundle as a lad, but my recol- 
lection is that bedding was how both fir- 
ring and fixing happened. There was no 
artful arrangement of battens as with the 
tile version. But the effect was fine. Or 
so Nathaniel Lloyd described it in his 
“ Building Craftsmanship” some years 
later. 

EDWIN GUNN [ARIBA, ret.]. 


Delabole Cottage, Minehead, Som. 


A Canterbury Cautionary Tale 
To the Editor of The Builder 


SIR,—Your editorial under this head- 
ing (January 20) appears to have 
been written without knowledge or 
understanding of the extent to which a 
local education authority is concerned in 
the erection of new voluntary schools, of 
their financial and other responsibilities, 
and of the part normally played by their 
architect. Otherwise you would not have 
made such a mountain out of a molehill. 
It is not this isolated case (about which 
you confess ignorance of the circum- 
stances) that is (to quote the editorial) 
“likely to impede the process of working 
out the already complicated matter of 
enabling architects in private and official 
categories to live usefully and _har- 


moniously together,” but the publication 
of such a mischievous suggestion that 
local authorities may feel inclined to 
undertake private commissions to assist in 
maintaining their architectural 
ments. 


depart- 
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“I’m waiting to submit "my 
own application if this appeal | 
fails.” 





That such a suggestion should be made 
at a time when those departments are 
very fully engaged and when many City 
Architects are working in very happy 
association with private architects on 
work which would normally be done by 
their departments betrays a readiness to 
look for trouble with long-range field 
glasses. The morbid imagination that has 
conjured up this bogey to make our flesh 
creep has no doubt already provided an 
equally diverting answer to the question 
set as a mental exercise “for those not 
actively concerned”—Who passes the 
City Architect’s plans? 

In this context there is an inference 
behind that question which is offensive 
to all City Architects; if that interpre- 
tation is incorrect we are at least entitled 
to know what other motive there was for 
asking it. 

LEONARD C. Howitt, 
President, City and Borough 
Architects’ Society. 


City Architect’s Office, 
Town Hall, Manchester 2. 


To the Editor of The Builder 


S! ,—May I congratulate you, on be- 

half of the very many architects 
engaged in private practice whom you 
number amongst your readers, on draw- 
ing attention to this matter. Also on your 
request for speedy action and report by 
the RIBA. 

The scope of private architects is now 
getting less and less owing to the growth 
of the official departments, and _ if 
officials of our cities are to be allowed to 
take on private architectural work it will 
get infinitely worse. 

I feel sure that if the RIBA does not 
act quickly, as you request, there will be 
another revival of the demand for some 
kind of Architects’ Protection Association 
that we had not long ago. 


** PRIVATE PRACTITIONER.” 


February 3 1955 


The Christian Union jor the 
Profession 
To the Editor of The Buildey 


GIR,—The heading over the repo 

(The Builder, Vanuary 20) of i, 
Union’s second annual dinner jn 4, 
House of Commons indicates that jt ‘ 
union of estate agents. Whilst Most ¢ 
our members are in this branch of th 
surveying profession a not inconsidergh, 
number are in other bratiches and Son 
are public servants. Membership is op, 
to all members, or retired member 9 
the estate profession (in which js jy 
cluded those who are engaged jn th 
work of surveyors, land and ety 
agents, auctioneers, valuers and quantiy 
surveyors) who affirm their Chriss 
faith. 


Stat 


ALAN B. Woop, 
6a, Princes-street, London, WI. 


WARNINGAON WAGE. CLAly 
Unemployment ; Danger 


Mr. L. B. VENNING, general secretary ¢ 
the Federation of Master Builders, speakin 
on January 20, said that the spiral of price 
influenced mainly by wage increases, wd 
seriously jeopardising a vast amount ¢ 
building work, in particular maintenance a 
repair work for the smaller builder. Ty 
consumer was finding it quite impossible 1 
meet these ever-increasing prices, and wy 
deferring necessary repairs or using devioy 
means of getting these done. 

“Some building trade operatives,” \ 
Venning declared, “are not giving of the 
best for their present wage packets. Remem 
ber, the wage rates on which negotiatio 
take place with the unions are minimy 
rates. They have no relevance to the mt 
which are now actually being paid all ov 
the country. Furthermore, earnings throug 
bonus and overtime payments are still vey 
high as they were for most of last year. Th 
reason is simple—the industry was overt 
tended, and the demand for Jabour was con 
sequently heavy. Hence, higher wage cos 
and higher prices. 

“The spectre of inflation has now fore 
the Government to check this  scramblj 
Nineteen-fifty-six will, therefore, be 
tougher year for the industry. In these ci 
cumstances, there is no justification whi 
ever for granting a 6d. an hour increase ¢ 
minimum rates for the least producti 
workers in the industry.” 






PRICES OF MATERIALS 
Current Changes 

FOLLOWING are current prices of materi 
which have advanced in cost since last week 
The amount of the increases is given 
parentheses. These variations should 4 
noted on the full list of prices, last giv 
in our issue of January 20: 
Copper tube: 46d. per Ib. (3d.); bri 
tube: 363d. per Ib. (4d.); sheet led 
£157 5s: per ton; lead pipe: £158 10s. ™ 
ton; lead soil pipe: £160 per ton; lead 30 
pipe over 4 in.: £162 per ton; and lead #! 
pipe: £160 per ton (all up by 70s. per tot) 
old lead: £106 10s. per ton (40s.); grout 
white lead: £9 14s. per cwt. (4s.); genull 
white lead paint: £3 10s. per gal. (2s,); and 
genuine red lead, dry: £7 15s. per 
(3s. 3d.). 
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Shown on the right is a view 

of the reconstructed building, 

on the opposite corner to the 

Bank of  England’s Tivoli 

Corner. Below is a detail of the 

main entrance, corner of Loth- 
bury and Moorgate. 





London Office, Lothbury, EC2, for Caledonian Insurance Company 
WATSON, SALMOND & GRAY, Architects for Reconstruction 


ASHBY & HORNER, LTD.. 
Builders 
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Public space, ground floor, looking towards the 
cashier's desk. 





Fittings on ground floor. 


View of building before reconstruction. 
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HE site of the City office of the Caledonian 

Insurance Company is one of the most 
important in the financial and banking centre 
of the City. Opposite in Lothbury is the 
Bank of England and diagonally opposite 
at the junction of Moorgate and Lothbury 
is the new block for the Bank of England. 


The reconstructed office of the Caledonian 
Insurance Company in the City was recently 
opened, the company having operated from 
temporary premises during the extensive 
alterations. The premises, purchased by the 
company in 1925, were altered in 1926 to 
accommodate in the building the whole of the 
London staff, with accommodation for tenants 
on upper floors. 

Early in 1951, owing to expansion of the 
company’s business, it became necessary for 
them to consider occupancy of the whole of 
the building. Prior to 1925, when the 
premises were acquired, the ground-floor 
office was entered from the centre of the 
curved front at Moorgate and Lothbury, and 
there was a subsidiary entrance to offices 
on the upper floors from Lothbury. When 
the present alterations were commenced, the 
sole entrance to the premises, both for the 
company and tenants on upper fleors, was 
from Lothbury. Tivoli corner or ‘* Scotch ” 
corner has been improved by the “* set back ” 
now arranged for the new Bank of England 
building, and in replanning the ground floor 
the principal public entrance to the company’s 
building was arranged at the junction of 
Moorgate and Lothbury, with a subsidiary 
entrance from Founders’ Court. 

All the floors, including the basement, have 
been entirely reconstructed, and externally 
the whole of the fenestration on the ground 
floor to the cornice at first-floor level has been 
altered, and the existing polished granite has 
been replaced with tooled granite. 

The reconstruction was carried out by 
Messrs. Ashby and Horner, Ltd., who were 
also responsible for the furniture and fittings. 
The Clerk of Works was Mr. H. T. Hallett. 
The furniture was designed by the architects 
in collaboration with J. W. Craig Gray, of the 
company. The sub-contractors were: 

Nominated sub-contractors: Henry Hope and 
Sons, Ltd., galvanised steel windows; E. A. Young, 
Ltd., granite work and Portland stone fascia; John 
Hull and Sons, Ltd., Venetian blinds; T. B. Colman 
and Sons, Ltd., revolving door; Waring Withers and 
Chadwick, Ltd., electrical work; Limmer and 
Trinidad Lake Asphalt Co., Ltd., roof and basement 
floor; Haskins, portcullis grille; Waygood-Otis, Ltd., 
overhaul of lift; Mortimer, Willison and Graham, 
Portland stone carving; J. Jeffreys and Co., Ltd., 
heating and hot water; Charles Henshaw and Sons, 
Ltd., bronze work (porter’s box, counter grille, 
lettering, external louvred vents, bronze windows): 
J. Whitehead and Sons, Ltd., marble work; Repara- 
tions-Dreyfus, Ltd., stone cleaning; Korkoid decora- 
tive flooring, linoleum flooring; Rowan and Boden, 
thermo-plastic flooring; and Zanelli (London), Ltd., 
terrazzo. 

Nominated suppliers : J. Bolding and Sons, Ltd., 
sanitary fittings; J. Gibbons, ironmongery; and B. 
Finch and Co., Ltd., cloakroom fittings. 

Other Sub-contractors and Suppliers : Mumford, 
Bailey and Preston, Ltd., plumbing; Zanelli (London), 
Ltd., wall tiling; E. J. Stephens, purpose-made 
windows; Acrow (Engineers), Ltd., scaffolding; 
E. A. Young, Ltd., York paving; Shepherd Tobias 
and Co., Ltd., glazing; J. W. Gray and Son, Ltd., 
lightning conductors; Ashby and Horner, Ltd., 
plastering, Portland stone and joinery (including desks 
and cupboards); Kingsmill Metal Co., Ltd., brass 
access frame and cover; Culford Art Metal Co., 
brass handrail alteration; Comyn Ching Co., Ltd., 
bronze lattice grilles: and United London Workshops 
for the Blind, fibre mat. 
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Public space, ground floor. 


LONDON OFFICE, LOTHBURY, EC2, FOR 
CALEDONIAN INSURANCE COMPANY 











General view of ground-floor office. 
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THE NEW BARBICAN APPEAL 
The City Corporation’s Case 


HE case for the New Barbican Com- 
mittee was completed on the fifth 
day of the inquiry into their appeal to the 
Minister against the City of London Cor- 
poration’s refusal to grant planning 
approval of the New Barbican project 
for the comprehensive development of 
some 50 acres of devastated land in the 
Barbican area, the earlier stages of which 
were reported in our last issue, and Mr. 
HarROLD WILLIAMS, QC, proceeded to 
make his opening submission on behalf 
of the Corporation. 


The Corporation, he said, had always 
regarded this project as a vast, bold and 
imaginative scheme and whatever view 
the Minister might take of its merits he 
would no doubt be satisfied that people 
of public spirit had clearly devoted much 
thought and labour to its preparation and 
presentation in what they conceived to be 
the public interest. It was an application 
for outline planning approval which did 
not commit anyone to precise details, but 
approval was sought for a mixed user 
development comprising offices, residen- 
tial accommodation, warehouses, shops, 
factories and public buildings, together 
with the closing of numerous existing 
roads and the provision of new ones. The 
appellants contended, among other things, 
that the industrial development proposals 
contained in their project were consistent 
with the proper distribution of industry 
and justified the reconsideration of the 
declared aims of the County of London 
Development plan. That led him to an 
observation which he felt he should make 
concerning the industrial development 
certificate which the Board of Trade had 
issued to the Committee. It was, no 
doubt, a matter for the Minister but he 
was constrained to say that he found it 
impossible to understand how such a 
document came to be issued. So far as 
the Corporation was concerned, however, 
they stood by their declared policy, which 
they were convinced was right and should 
be implemented. He had devoted a little 
time to that matter because there had 
seemed to be a tendency on the part of 
the appellants to present their industrial 
proposals with a minimum of emphasis, 
but it was fair to say that some substan- 
tial form of industrial development was 
an essential part of their project— 
development which was contrary to the 
declared policy of the planning authority 
and the use zoning proposals of the 
development plan. The Corporation 
believed that that consideration alone was 
a sufficient reason for their refusal of 
outline planning consent and for inviting 
the Minister to dismiss the appeal. 


No Piecemeal Development 


The Barbican area was included in an 


area of comprehensive development, of 
which the Corporation expected in due 
course to complete the acquisition of some 
75 per cent., but having thus put their hands 
to a policy of comprehensive development 
they had been criticised at this inquiry for 
their adherence to what had repeatedly been 


called piecemeal development. The Cor- 
poration, however, believed that what had 
been happening in the City was the very 
antithesis of that, and evidence would be 
given of a scheme of comprehensive develop- 
ment for the Barbican area, which was 
known as the Martin-Mealand plan and 
which had already been approved in prin- 
ciple by the planning committee of the LCC. 
It differed from the appellants’ project in 
that it did not contemplate the execution of 
the whole of the building on the Barbican 
site as one operation. The Corporation and 
the LCC contemplated the erection of build- 
ings by private developers and planning per- 
missions had already been issued for pro- 
posals which conformed to the Martin- 
Mealand plan and refused in cases where 
they did not. It was right, he thought, that 
the Minister should know just how far 
matters had progressed and what existing 
commitments there were which would have 
to be cancelled at the cost of a very sub- 
stantial expenditure of public funds before 
the Committee’s project could be brought 
within the ambit of practical possibility. 
Further substantial developments were in 
hand and tbe rehabilitation of the Barbican 
area had, in fact, already gone far beyond 
the planning stage. 

“The Committee’s scheme,” continued 
Mr. Williams, “is a bad one in relation to 
the City of London. There may be other 
places in this country upon whose vile body 
it may be appropriate to execute this experi- 
ment, but London is not one of them. It 
has been presented as something so good as 
to make everything else appear second-best, 
but is it so good as to displace a development 
equally comprehensive, better integrated 
with the development of the rest of the City, 
and already in progress? We ask the Minis- 
ter to say that the New Barbican project 
is much too late, its development much too 
dense, and that it involves financial risks 
which are far too serious even for local 
authorities of the calibre of the City Cor- 
poration and the LCC to contemplate.” 


Mr. Mealand’s Evidence 


Evidence was then given for the Corpora- 
tion by Mr. ANTHONY MEALAND, FRIBA, 
MTPI, City Planning Officer. The appel- 
lants’ scheme, he said, whilst imaginative 
and ingenious, was by its very nature experi- 
mental. Such a scheme, if it failed to capture 
the imagination of potential occupants, or 
ran into financial difficulties when partly 
completed, would permanently sterilise the 
area because, in his opinion, it would be 
quite impracticable to incorporate a partly 
completed scheme of that type into a normal 
scheme for the area. Further, in order to 
carry it into effect, it would be necessary to 
revoke a number of planning permissions 
and would render nugatory such agreements 
as had already been reached. 

Turning to his alternative proposals for 
the area, Mr. Mealand said they consisted 
of a series of high point blocks rising from 
a two-storeyed podium which would be used 
for restaurants, shops, public-houses and car 
parks. Car parks would also be provided to 
a very high standard in the basements and 
the scheme was sufficiently flexible to permit 
the erection of one or more multi-storey car 
parks, as the roofs of the podium could be 
connected so as to be used as a high-level 
walkway, connected to the railway stations 
by escalators. 

The scheme would provide for approxi- 
mately 3,796,000 sq. ft. of non-residential 


February 3 1956 


development at a plot ratio in the region y 
4.1 and a day-time population. including th 
residents, of approximately 24,000. ‘ 
population density would be 200 persons 
the acre on the area developed for reside). 
tial purposes. 

He agreed with the need for comprehe. 
sive development, but in his view compre 
hensive development as practised in this 
country consisted of the development 4 
individual sites to a preconceived oven! 
three-dimensional plan, related to the are, 
surrounding the area of comprehensive dk 
velopment not only architecturally but fro 
the traffic and population aspects. The Con, 
mittee’s New Barbican project did not, in hi 
opinion, meet those conditions. He did po, 
admit the necessity for unified ownershi) 
of the whole site. It was, on the contran, 
the accepted policy of the Corporation th: 
private owners could and should be Per 
mitted to develop their freehold sites ay 
be excluded from compulsory purchase pp. 
vided they were able and willing to develop 
them within the broad framework of a com. 
prehensive development plan. 

“TI would also express the opinion,” sii 
Mr. Mealand, “that far from being a cop. 
prehensive scheme, the appellants’ project j 
in fact the separate development of a yay 
area without regard to the City and th 
County as a whole and is not related at al 
to the development which is to take place, 9; 
which exists already, in the surrounding: 
areas either from a civic design aspect ora 
regards traffic and density.” 


“ Different”? Architecture 


In cross-examination by Mr. Harris, for 
the Committee, Mr. Mealand suggested th 
many of the buildings incorporated in th 
New Barbican project were vastly differen 
in appearance from the remainder of th 
City and that it remained to be seen whethe 
the Royal Fine Art Commission, amon 
others, would agree that the scheme wa 
architecturally in harmony with the Cit 
as a whole. 

Mr. F. J. Forty, City Engineer, dealt with 
the effect of the appellants’ scheme on traffic 
conditions, the construction of Route 1), 
and the possible effect upon St. Paul’s Cathe 
dral of the 60ft. deep excavations which 
were proposed to be carried out in th 
Barbican area. That area, he said, did no 
impinge on the prescribed area, as laid down 
under the City of London (St. Pauls 
Cathedral) Preservation Act, but in view o 
the magnitude of the proposed excavation, 
and its proximity to the prescribed are, 
conditions might arise that might be advers 
to the cathedral’s stability. In his opinion, 
therefore, the proposal would call for the 
most careful investigation of underground 
water channels and sub-soil conditions, it 
consultation with the Dean and Chapter 0! 
St. Paul’s. 

After hearing submissions on_ behalf o 
the LCC and other interested parties th 
Inspector closed the inquiry. The Ministers 
decision will be announced in due coursé. 


Trosley Towers’ Planning Decision 
Kent County Council’s Planning Cot 
mittee has decided not to approve the ne# 
layout plan for development of the Trosl) 
Towers Estate, near Wrotham, Kent. I 
takes the view that the proposals would b& 
detrimental to the great landscape value 0! 
the North Downs seen from the London tt 
Folkestone trunk road. It believes also tha 
in their present form the proposals woul 
result in development of a suburb 
character inappropriate to this area. 
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View of a six-storey block. 


The Champion Park Estate, Camberwell 


DR. J. L. MARTIN, MA, FRIBA, Architect to London County Council 


Principal Housing Architect Assistant Housing Architect 


WHITFIELD LEWIS, ARIBA VW. POWELL, BA, ARIBA 


Section Architect 
H. R. E. KNIGHT, ARIBA 


Assistant Architects 
W. H. ALLEN, ARIBA, and P. A. WESTWOOD, BArch, AMTPI 


J.M. HILL & SONS, LTD., Builders 
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Front elevation of the two-storey terrace. Top: Layout plan. 


HE site, which has an area of nearly two acres, is 
bounded to the east by the Salvation Army General 
Booth Memorial Training College, and the north- 
eastern portion of the site has been leased to the LCC 
by the Salvation Army for use as an amenity open 
space until such time as it is required by them for 
college extension. Ruskin Park lies to the west on the 
other side of Denmark Hill and the LCC’s Ruskin 
Park House development of higher rented flats adjoins 
the southern boundary. There is a considerable 
downward slope from south to north. Both Champion 


Park and Denmark Hill are class 1 roads, and provision 
has been made for widening these at some future date 
by setting back the frontages to the site. 

The estate has been developed at a net density of 
83 persons per acre (the area of the temporary amenity 
open space excluded) and consists of two six-storey 
T-shaped blocks of flats similar in plan to the five- 
storey T-blocks evolved for the Council’s Quadrant 
Estate at Highbury, and a terrace of four two-storey 
houses, together with tenants’ stores, garages (for use 
also by tenants of Ruskin Park House) and a play- 
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Scale of Feet 


10 
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Typical six-storey 


space with concrete tug-boat and dwarf 
walls in gay colours for children of the 
under-five group. 

Each T-block contains six two-room, 
12 three-room and six four-room flats, 
each flat having a private balcony and all- 
fuel gas-ignited grate in the living-room 
with back boiler and electric immersion 
heater for domestic water heating. The 
kitchens have built-in fittings and cup- 


boards including a _ gas-heated drying 
BR. | BR: 
down. > 71 | 
LJ 
BR; | BR. 
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» block plan. 


cabinet for laundry work. The terrace 
houses each have four bedrooms and 
private gardens. The kitchens of these 
houses have a radiator served off the living- 
room back boiler. 

Because of site conditions and the nature 
of the sub-soil, pile and beam foundations 
were necessary for the T-blocks; some of 
the piles being driven to 23 ft. Load- 
bearing brick cross-wall construction is 
used with reinforced concrete floors and 
roof. Each block has a fully automatic 
lift. 


The total estimated cost was £142,180, 
including site works, planting and inci- 
dental expenses. The scheme was com- 
menced in late December, 1953. The 
three blocks were completed by April, 
1955; the outside works being finished 
shortly after this date. 

Sub-contractors and suppliers were: steel 
reinforcement, Ferrocon Engineering Co., Ltd.; 
piling, Simplex Concrete Piles, Ltd.; facing brick- 
work, multi-storey blocks—Golden Wire Cuts 
from Ashford and Naccolt Brick Tile and Pot- 
teries, Ltd., terrace houses—Selborne Multis’; 
light metalwork, General Construction and 
Engineering Co. (Bedford and Son), Ltd.; felt 
roofing, Permanite, Ltd.; flooring, Marley Tiles; 
paints and distempers, Rolls and Co., Ltd.; 
plumbing, Home Counties Plumbing, Ltd. 


Typical terrace 
house plan and section. 
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THE CHAMPION PARK ESTATE, CAMBERWELL 





197 





THE ARCHITECT’S APPROACH 
TO DESIGN 


Advice to Glasgow Students 


ADDRESSING students of Glasgow School 

os of Architecture on January 20, Lorp 
STRATHCLYDE, Minister of State for Scotland, 
said the view that it was not an architect’s 
business to be concerned with costs inevit- 
ably led nervous people to the conclusion 
that they had better not be concerned with 
architects. There was not one law for the 
poor and another law for the architects. 
This was one of those unfortunate facts 
which they would soon discover. ‘‘I know 
that a good architect properly employed 
will save money,” he declared. “I know 
also that a bad architect with a free hand 
can make pound notes vanish into the air like 
an illusionist. It isn’t an architect’s job to 
build castles in the air. You will com- 
mend yourselves to the community if you 
can show that you are practical people as 
well as artists at your job. 

“ With all the limitations of our day,” he 
continued, “I think architects in this country 
are formulating a style which is likely to be 
emulated in other countries not only today 
but in the distant future. I am, indeed, pre- 
pared to assert that some of the housing 
schemes that have achieved recognition with- 
in the past year will stand out as among the 
best examples of housing by public authori- 
ties that this or any other country has ever 
produced. 

The fact that they would have to look 
after costs did not mean that they could ig- 
nore quality. On the contrary: they would 
be expected to be as competitive with their 
ideas as with their accounting. 

He believed that although the architect’s 
life was increasingly exacting it was also 
progressively exciting. _ For example, with 
every year they were likely to be given a 
wider range of materials to work with. 
There seemed to be no end to the discoveries 
which science could produce in the way of 
building materials. 

Lord Strathclyde continued: “ The interest 
taken by the architectural profession in the 
education and training of its recruits is ex- 
celled in no other profession or industry. 
I agree with this so heartily that I wish that 
other branches of the building industry 
which have been slow to realise the value 
of technical education would take a leaf out 
of the book of your profession. 

“The would-be architect has a wide 
variety of approach to his education that I 
would like to see emulated. Some of you 
have enjoyed full-time courses followed by 
office instruction; others have had some 
years of combined office work and part-time 
study followed by full-time study. This 
seems to me to be a sound arrangement. 

‘‘ In these days of shortage of trained man- 
power, it is essential that there should be a 
choice of avenues by which young men can 
enter professions. When we are faced by 
the increasing amount and complexity of 
knowledge which has to be mastered I wish 
that educationists and the leaders of other 
professions would resist the temptation to 
require longer and longer full-time courses 
as the sole means of entry. That seems to 
me to be unnecessarily restrictive and I hope 
the architectural profession will always main- 
tain the choice of forms of training at pre- 
sent open to its recruits.” 
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_The National Federation of Building Trades Employers 


THE ANNUAL MEETING 
Retiring President's Review 


R ETENTION money and the effect the 

“credit squeeze’ was having on the 
building industry were among the sub- 
jects which arose at the annual general 
meeting of the National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers, held in 
London on January 25, in the discussion 
on the annual report, presented by Mr. 
Harvey G. Frost, OBE, retiring president. 
January 25. 

Mr. Harvey G. Frost said that the 
building industry and the Federation had 
made considerable progress on four main 
fronts during 1955. In broad terms they 
were, he said, as foliows: 

(1) Production.—I am confident that 
the figures, when published, will show 
that over-all output has increased, and 
that while the total number of houses 
completed might be lower, the number 
of houses built for owner-occupiers—at 
no cost to the rates and taxes—will be 
the highest since the war. 

**(2) Education—The setting up of 
the Board of Building Education, under 
an independent chairman—Sir Graham 
Savage—is a milestone in the history of 
training for management. In due time 
it is bound to have far-reaching effects 
on our industry and its methods. 

“ (3) Efficiency—The Building Advi- 
sory Service is now functioning and 
assisting firms to deal with such problems 
as site organisation, incentive schemes 
and cost accounting. The service already 
has a full order book but I hope that 
more and more firms will seek the guid- 
ance of the service and so pave the way 
to higher efficiency. 

(4) Research—Our links with the 
Building Research Station are closer 
than ever and the full-scale research 
trials in which member firms are co- 
operating with the Station will prove in- 
valuable in helping us to solve many of 
the problems we come up against in our 
work. 

“ The future,” Mr. Frost added, “ will 
depend not only on the development of 
these and many other activities, including 
the independent survey being made into 
the wages structure of the industry, but 
also on a fair settlement of the current 
wages claim, the effects of the credit 
squeeze, and the availability of land. The 
private enterprise housebuilder is deter- 
mined to fill the gap caused by the fall- 
ing off in municipal houses, but to be 
successful he must have both land and 
finance.” 


10 per cent. Retention 
* Unfavourable ” 


Speaking as one of the smaller builders 
affected by the recent measures, MR. 
OweEN declared that he did not regard the 
10 per cent. retention requested by local 
authorities on the certificate as favour- 
able. In other industrial fields, business 
was carried out on the basis of immediate 
payment, yet in the building industry this 
was not so. There might well be a con- 
siderable period of time before a contract 


was settled, and meanwhile the builder 
had to operate on slender resources. 
Banks were loath to advance money, and 
even when they did, the builder had to 
pay 54 per cent. interest. Local authori- 
ties on the other hand, expected to receive 
credit for nothing. 

It should be possible for a comprehen- 
sive contract to be formulated, Mr. OWEN 
continued, which would cover the risk of 
retention. This would relieve smaller 
builders of the necessity of having to 
leave much of their working capital in the 
hands of local authorities. If this were 
not possible, perhaps arrangements could 
be made for builders to receive interest. 

Referring to the recent increase of 
bankruptcies in the building industry, Mr. 
WILLaRD felt that builders should  in- 
crease the price of their tenders, since 
many tenders were so low that they were 
a “certain road to Carey-street.” The 
over-trading on their capital by many 
firms (which often led to bankruptcy) 
was a menace to the industry as a whole. 

On the subject of training in the 
industry, Mr. Witcock put forward a 
plea for consideration by the Board of 


Building Education for _ residential 
courses for building principals and 
managers. Builders could not afford to 


place promising men in the board-room 
while they were untrained, nor to let them 
learn by mistakes. There were training 
facilities in general industry, but in the 
building trade there was much specialised 
work not covered by these courses. The 
industry had to be efficient, and to do 
this, they must start at the top. 

Discussing the recent wage disputes, 
Mr. S. Hupson, chairman, National 
Joint Council, pointed out that the 
industry had to have a fair share of avail- 
able labour to maintain their present 
position. A week previously, the Coun- 
cil had heard the arguments put forward 
by the operatives, but did not consider 
that they justified a further wage increase. 
However, they were to consider the 
matter further. As far as labour-only 
sub-contracting was concerned, the 
unions were against this, but the Council 
felt that this well-established practice was 
justifiable, and they were prepared to give 
all reasonable safeguards. No stage of 
finality had been reached as far as fully- 
guaranteed work was concerned. 

It was doubtful if the industry’s rate 
of progress would continue at the same 
rate as in 1955, pointed out MR. GEORGE 
REED, late president, Federation of 
Registered House-Builders, unless they 
drew the attention of the Minister of 
Housing to the shortage of land. This 
had been aggravated by recently-intro- 
duced planning methods, and was also 
due to the 1947 Town and Country Plan- 
ning Act which had created a congestion 
of planning appeals which often took 
months to sort out. They were sending a 
deputation to the Minister to request the 
alleviation of this problem. Another fac- 
tor which contributed to the high cost 
of housing was heavy legal costs and 
stamp duties. These costs should be re- 
duced, especially in repetitive work, and 
stamp duties abolished altogether. 


Election of Officers 


Later in the proceedings, Mr. Nigel 
Hannen was formally installed as presi. 
dent. Mr. L. A. Walden was elected 
senior vice-president, and Messrs. C, P. 
Howells and T. V. Prosser as junior vice. 
presidents. Mr. N. Longley, CBE, was 
re-elected as honorary treasurer. 


THE ANNUAL REPORT 


* Level of Building Costs of 
Paramount Importance ” 


(THE seventy-eighth annual report of 

the National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers, which was presented 
at the annual general meeting of the 
Federation held in London on January 
25, emphasises that the level of building 
costs will continue to be of “ paramount 
importance ” in the coming months, and 
examines the possibilities of contractors 
submitting firm prices for their work in 
the light of present-day circumstances, 
Following are extracts from the report: 


General Review 


During 1955 there was plenty of work, 
and a reasonable measure of prosperity, 
for the building industry and the level of 
employment has been higher than ever. 
Despite this the problem of obtaining 
suitable building labour to man contracts 
has continued to be difficult in many 
areas, while the lack of balance between 
the crafts has seriously disturbed the 
rhythm of construction and output. In 
addition, some dislocation has again been 
caused by the lack of adequate supplies 
of building materials, notably reinforcing 
rods. Although total building output has 
risen slightly during the year the situation 
cannot be regarded as healthy. 


Credit Restriction and the Future.— 
The nature of building work is such that 
some little time must elapse before any 
measures to change the level of building 
activity exert their full effect. It will 
obviously take some months to work off 
the bulk of the building work which is 
already in hand. The number of factory 
schemes approved but not yet started 
suggests that factory building is unlikely 
to fall away at present to any appreciable 
extent and some local authorities may be 
in a position to embark upon large 
schemes of slum clearance. The road 
construction programme, costing about 
£50m. in 1956/57, and the hospital and 
school programmes are to stand. On the 
other hand, the economy measures which 
Government departments, nationalised 
industries and local authorities are being 
required to apply are likely soon to be 
reflected in a reduction in the amount of 
building work outstanding, while there 
are signs that the fall in the total number 
of houses started which has shown itself 
in 1955 will continue during 1956. It 
must be expected, too, that the credit 
squeeze will reinforce the tendency, 
noted in previous reports, towards con- 
sumer resistance to all kinds of building 
work. This is likely to affect first the 
smaller firms engaged primarily on main- 
tenance work, 
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The building industry must recognise 
that construction Is such an important 
factor IM investment that some reduction 
in building activity will be necessary if 
the Government s disinflationary policy 
is to be successful. If the result is merely 
io ease the existing conditions of over- 
full employment, the industry will not be 
unduly hurt, but there is a possibility that 
he process will go further and that the 
preparation of new work will be so de- 
layed that there will not be sufficient jobs 
ut out to keep the industry continuously 


employed. 

In any case it is evident that the level 
a{ building costs will continue to be of 
sramount importance, and in this re- 
spect the example set in the last few weeks 

4 number of important building 

materials manufacturers in undertaking 
to make no increases in their domestic 
welling prices for at least six months is 
marticularly noteworthy. The materials 
overed by these guarantees — cement, 
sock bricks, plasterboard, metal win- 
jows, sand and gravel and tiles—repre- 
nt a substantial proportion of the 
materials cost in many types of building 
work. 

This important development is bound 
0 have some influence upon the willing- 
ness Of building contractors to submit 
m prices for their work, although it 
must be borne in mind that the guaran- 
ees of price stability are made in respect 
of a strictly limited period, within which 
n0 building contract of any size could 
hope to be completed. The time may, 
however, be opportune for the industry to 
onsider dispensing with the fluctuation 
lause for materials in contracts intended 
to be completed within six months as a 
move in the direction of ultimate 
bbolition of the clause altogether. This 
ould give builders an added incentive 
0 buy in the cheapest market and might, 
herefore, encourage manufacturers and 
erchants to make further efforts to keep 
heir prices as low as possible. It would, 
oreover, reassure the small building 
owner, Who is at present often deterred 
tom risking his limited resources by 
ncertainty as to his commitments. 
Supply and Prices of Materials. 
During the past year the supplies of 
ticks and cement have, taking the 
ountry as a whole, been about equal to 
he demand. But, mainly as a result otf 
he high level of investment generally, in- 
luding the sharply increased demand for 
factory building, the situation in regard 
0 supplies of steel has seriously deterio- 
rated. Although steel output has been at 
ecord levels, joists and sections of all 
izes have been difficult to obtain 
houghout the year and many rolling 
hills have been unable to take orders for 
tinforcing rods even for delivery 10 or 
I months ahead. Serious, although 
possibly temporary, shortages of glass. 
pecially sheet, were reported at the end 
of the year. 

Building materials prices have risen 
Pppreciably during the course of the year 
ind by October the Board of Trade 
Mdex was some 6 per cent. above the 
erage for 1954. Of particular import- 
ance in this respect, on account of either 
it quantities used or the extent of the 
is in price, are roofing slates, bricks and 
any steel and cast-iron products; but 


THE BUILDER 


the price 
spread. 
Advisory Service for the Building 
Industry —The scheme for the establish- 
ment of the Advisory Service for the 
Building Industry is now making sub- 
stantial progress, In addition to the ad- 
visory work for individual firms the staff 
of the service have prepared material for 
a series of short week-end courses on 
work study and site organisation. Several 
of these courses, which will last over four 
week-ends, are planned to be held in 
London and the provinces during 1956. 
They are designed to benefit in the main 
the smaller and medium-sized firms who 
can send a supervisor or principal for a 
few hours of instruction at week-ends. 


increases have been widely 


Joint Consultative Committee of Archi- 
tects, Quantity Surveyors and Builders. —- 
The Joint Consultative Committee of 
Architects, Quantity Surveyors and 
Builders has considerably extended its 
activities during the year and may now 
be regarded as constituting an essential 
forum for the discussion of common 
problems by the contracting and pro- 
fessional sides of the industry. 

Building Research.—During 1955 there 
has been a further extension of the 
Federation’s activities in the field oi 
building research. The establishment of 
a liaison committee between the Federa- 
tion and the Building Research Station 
followed, and developed logically from, 
the collaboration between the Federation 
and the Research Station in the full-scale 
trials of the results of research. Prob- 
lems raised at meetings of the liaison 
committee include: (i) the durability and 
weather-excluding qualities of certain 
new compounds used for fixing and stop- 
ping metal windows; (ii) the spread of 
insect attack on wood and; (iii) the prac- 
tical value to builders of the weather 
forecasting service of the Meteorological 
Office. As the result of a suggestion made 
by a member of the committee, the 
Research Station propose to investigate 
whether there is a need for a smaller 
mixer to produce quality concrete. 

The first two subjects of the full-scale 
trials were: (1) the use of air-entrained 


Mr. Nigel Hannen, the New President. 
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mortars for (a) external renderings and, 
(b) internal undercoats for plaster; and 
(2) the use of zinc oxy-chloride paint as 
an additional means of attempting to pre- 
vent the spread of dry rot in timber. A 
third experiment now in progress is con- 
cerned with the problems connected with 
the flues and chimney stacks serving 
domestic slow-combustion stoves and 
boilers. 


Building Safety —The total number of 
reported accidents in building increased 
from 9,649 in 1948 to 13,903 in 1954 and 
the rate per thousand employed rose from 
11.4 in 1948 to 17.1 in 1953. These cold 
statistics provide a vivid reminder of the 
loss incurred not only by the individuals 
directly involved and their employers but 
also, through the heavy cost of insurance 
premiums, by the industry generally. At 
the same time it would be wrong not to 
recognise that many building employers, 
particularly those engaged on the larger 
contracts, fully appreciate the moral and 
legal responsibilities, and the Federation’s 
Building Regulations and Welfare 
Committee has the responsible duty of 
stimulating an equal degree of safety- 
consciousness among the general body of 
builders. It has already examined a 
number of suggested steps which might 
be taken and has asked Regional Federa- 
tions to give further consideration to 
them and to arrange for special attention 
to be given to the whole question either 
by the appointment of Regional Safety 
Committees or in such other manner as 
may be appropriate. 


Labour Relations 


Policy Considerations —Much attention 
has been given to various aspects of long- 
term policy connected with the wage- 
structure of the industry. While appre- 
ciating that the present Joint Agreement 
and Working Rules, administered by the 
National Joint Council, have served the 
industry well and are a model of their 
kind, the NFBTE Council has felt that 
the development of modern technique 
and practice may be such as to warrant 
re-examination of some of the basic prin- 
ciples embodied in the Working Rules. In 
the belief that an independent investi- 
gation might prove helpful the Council 
has invited Mr. D. N. Chester, CBE, 
Warden of Nuffield College, Oxford, to 
conduct a thorough examination of the 
position. 

Another policy issue which has loomed 
large during 1955 has been that of de- 
marcation disputes arising from conflict- 
ing claims by different craft unions to 
exclusive rights to perform the same 
operations. Although in some connec- 
tions unions have achieved greater 
flexibility in arranging for more inter- 
availability between crafts, they have, in 
other connections, adopted an intransi- 
gent attitude. The Federation has made 
strong protests to the Operatives’ Federa- 
tion drawing attention to the dislocation 
of work caused by these inter-union 
disputes. 


Education and Training 


Higher Education in Building—The 
desirability of giving a more practical 


bias to the training of architectural 
students has been strongly emphasised 
in many quarters as a means of securing 
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closer co-operation between builders and 
architects in the execution of contracts. 
In this connection in 1952 the Federation 
submitted a memorandum to the Joint 
Committee on Architectural Education 
in which it pointed out that experience 
on building sites and a general appreci- 
ation of the techniques of the building 
crafts would be of great value to the 
young architect. 

Board of Building Education.—In 
March agreement was reached between 
the Federation and the Institute of 
Builders for the establishment at an early 
date of a Board of Building Education. 
The Board was duly established and held 
its inaugural meeting in September. As 
its first task the Beard has prepared a 
survey of the educational system in 
England and Wales with particular 
reference to technical and_ especially 
building education. 

Education and Training for Manage- 
ment.—Managerial training schemes, 
complete with registers of articled pupils 
or students, are now established in three 
Regions and are partly established or 
under consideration in other Regions. 

Training of General Foremen.—The 
first examination in foremanship studies 
will be conducted by the City and Guilds 
of London Institute in June, 1956. Those 
successful in this and subsequent exami- 
nations will be awarded a City and 
Guilds of London Institute certificate in 
general foremanship studies. This cer- 
tificate is intended to provide a qualifi- 
cation of national standing related to 
studies sponsored by the National 
Advisory Committee, but it will not pur- 
port to be a qualification entitling its 
possessor to an appointment as a general 
foreman irrespective of his industrial 
training and practical experience and his 
innate qualities of personality and 
character. It is hoped that in due course 
all men seeking positions as general fore- 
men will have taken a certificate course. 


Housing 


Housing Costs and Finance.—The 
costs of house-building have continued 
to rise during the year. Between Septem- 
ber, 1954, and September, 1955, the 
price of materials for house-building had 
risen, according to the official index, by 
about 54 per cent., while over the same 
period the basic cost of labour rose by 
about 7 per cent. These increases have 
certainly not eased the task of the private 
house-builder and have indeed offset to 
a considerable extent the economies 
resulting from the more efficient pro- 
gramming of work which it has been 
possible to introduce since the abolition 
of licensing. 

The importance of avoiding the over- 
loading of the industry will be fully 
appreciated but, as far as the private 
enterprise sector of it is concerned, the 
limit is set by the availability of finance 
to build and to buy. The Federation 
seeks to foster the spread of home-owner- 
ship which means houses of sound 


standard at a price within reach of the 
greatest number of people. The effect of 
the “credit squeeze,” however, must be 
to restrict activity and to raise the cost 
of the product. 

Legal Costs and Stamp Duty.—The 
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high level of legal costs involved in house 
purchase has been a matter of consider- 
able concern to the members of the 
Federation, whose customers are largely 
young people of modest means. While 
it is recognised that these are statutory 
charges which, under present regulations, 
the legal profession is entitled to levy, 
it has, however, been considered that the 
method of calculating fees under the 
Solicitors’ Remuneration Orders is not 
really appropriate to the kind of trans- 
action which takes place on the sale of 
a new house on a modern housing estate, 
where the legal work involved may well 
be to some extent repetitive. 

With regard to stamp duty, some dis- 
appointment has been felt that no 
reference to this subject has been con- 
tained in the spring and autumn budgets 
of 1955. It is recalled in this connection 
that the Conservative Party manifesto 
stated: ‘ We shall also seek means of 
including legal costs in the money 
advanced to  house-purchasers and 
review the rate of stamp duty, particu- 
larly on smaller houses.” 


THE NEW PRESIDENT 
Mr. NiGeEt HANNEN, BA. MIOB, the 
new President of the NFBTE, who lives 


at Wargrave, Berkshire, is a grandson of 
Benjamin Hannen, senior, who was the 


first president of the London Master 
Builders Association from — 1872-7. 
He was” elected a member of 
the council of the London Master 


Builders Association in 1938 and after 
serving on its administrative committee 
and representing the LMBA on the coun- 
cil of the National Federation, he was 
elected Hon. Treasurer of the LMBA in 
1946 and president in 1949. Mr. Hannen 
has also been the London representative 
on the National Joint Council for the 
Industry since 1951. He is chairman of 
the Employers’ and General Foremen’s 
National Joint Advisory Committee, was 
a member of the Simon Committee on the 
Placing and Management of Building 
Contracts (1943) and of the Howard 
Robertson Committee on Tendering Pro- 
cedure, whose report was published in 
1954. He was elected Junior Vice- 
President of the National Federation in 
1953 and Senior Vice-President in 
January, 1955. 
THE SENIOR VICE-PRESIDENT 
Mr. LEONARD WALDEN, the new Senior 
Vice-President of the NFBTE, was edu- 
cated at Henley Royal Grammar School, 
and during his early training for a career 
in the building industry he spent two 
years in an architect’s office. Since 1920, 
he has played an active part in the affairs 
of the building industry. He was presi- 
dent of the Reading and _ District 
Association of Building Trades Employ- 
ers in 1937 and again in 1951 and was 
elected president of the Southern 
Counties Federation in 1946. He serves 
on the executive committee of the 
NFBTE, the National Joint Council for 
the Building Industry and the National 
Conciliation Panel. During the Second 
World War, Mr. Walden was an area 
leader in the Works and Buildings Emer- 
gency Organisation and was in charge of 
the Civil Defence rescue service at 
Henley. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


From Our Own Corresponden 


ARLIAMENTSS five-week holiday, whis 
ended on Tuesday, January 24, 0. 
vided Ministers involved in Sir Anthony 
Eden’s re-shuffle of his Government ; 
December with an excellent Opportunity ¢f 
becoming acquainted with the Workings if 
their new departments. One, Mr, Patri 
Buchan-Hepburn, who succeeded Mr, Nig: 
Birch at the Ministry of Works, underyey 
his * baptism of fire” as a Minister, ansye. 
ing questions for the first time the day Py. 
liament reassembled. 


Until his promotion Mr. Buchan-Hephy 
had been the “strong silent man” of } 
party, who was frequently seen, but selioy 
heard. As Parliamentary Secretary to ty 
Treasury he probably exercised a grei 
influence over the fortunes or misfortups 
of MPs than anyone else in the Governmey: 
as Chief Whip, first in Opposition, later) 
Government, much of his activity wast. 
hind the scenes. some of it in what x 
colourfully described as “the yy 
channels.” 


The competence with which he handle 
his party’s slender majority in the 195] Py. 
liament ensured that the Governmey 
suffered no defeat on a major issue. [fi 
the administration of his new office he dé 
plays the same ability he showed as Chi’ 
Whip in directing the affairs of the Ho 
he will have a successful term as a Minis: 
But he has yet to earn the confidence i 
MPs in that role. 


A Rousing Reception 


Mr. BUCHAN-HEPBURN had a rousing: 
ception from both sides when he made ii 
debut as a Minister. In a reply to \i 
Eric Fletcher about the protection and pi 
servation of ancient monuments he said tly 
he was considering whether any furty 
action could be taken to extend the Minis 
try’s co-operation with the archaeologi 
branch of the Ordnance Survey Departme 
with whom they worked closely. Inj 
written reply, he informed Mr. Willis 
Wells that nine temporary and 19 pemu 
ent types of non-traditional houses had be 
erected by his department since 1945, 

His inclusion in the Cabinet to the « 
clusion of the ‘Minister of Pensions «ij 
National Insurance led to the Prime Mii 
ter being asked for the reason which 4 
prompted the change. Str ANTHONY E20: 
however, declined to depart from the pi 
cedents of his predecessors in refusing | 
explain the factors influencing his choiq 
of a particular Minister for the Cabin 
That choice had always rested within & 
Prime Minister’s discretion, said Sir Anthot) 
who quickly scotched the suggestion tii 
ancient monuments were to have piid'lj 
over old age pensioners. 


Although fiamly wedded to the princi 
of price pegging by industry in the bit! 
against inflation, the Government have 4 
clared themselves against directing » 
nationalised transport industries to fol 
suit for a fixed period to arrest the 1s! 





prices and provide a ‘background for ® 
straint in wage claims. Mr. Harotp Wii 
KINSON, Minister of Transport, appeal” 
for the first time in his new office, said” 
it would not be desirable or practicable! 
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bind the Transport Commission or the air 
corporations in that way. 

“He had sympathy with the suggestion that 
nationalised industries seemed to be falling 
behind a considerable section of other in- 
dustry which had taken a lead by adopting 
this helpful and public-spirited action, but 
thought a better way of dealing with the 
matter was for him to work closely with 
those particular industries to improve their 
efficiency. 

Among other replies, Mr. Watkinson 
sated that the overhaul of the existing plant 
and equipment for the Dartford-Purfleet 
tune] was nearly completed. Tenders have 
been invited by February 29 for the main 
tunnelling work, but he could not give any 
yseful estimate at this stage about future 
progress. The Tyne Tunnel Joint Com- 
mittee had informed him that a bridge across 
the Tyne would be a practicable proposition 
and cheaper than a tunnel. He was con- 
sidering this matter, but could not make 
astatement yet, 

Mr. DuNcAN SANDYS, Minister of Hous- 
ing and Local Government, in a written re- 
ply on January 25, stated that the total 
number of houses demolished during the first 
three-quarters of 1955 because of slum clear- 
ance was 12,912, and he estimated the figure 
for the whole year to be about 17,000. 
During the year 691 clearance orders and 
compulsory purchase orders were submitted 
by local authorities involving 18.841 
houses and 631.133 occupants. Of these, 
416 orders, involving 8.490 houses and 
27,780 occupants, were confirmed. 

The recommendations of the Guillebaud 
Committee on costs in the health service, 
which was presented by the Minister of 
Health, MR. TURTON, on January 25, include 
one that if resources could be made avail- 
able after 1958, when the Government's ap- 
proved p!an for hospital building expires, the 
desirable rate of capital expenditure in the 
hospital service should be £30m. for each of 
the succeeding seven years. Another proposal 
relating to a replacement of the Exchequer 
grant for the provision of residential accom- 
modation for the aged, would involve con- 
sideration of local government finance, 
which will no doubt be dealt with in the pro- 
posals for local government reorganisation 
which Mr. Sandys is expected to lay before 
the House soon, 


Industrial Price Pegging 

Industrial price pegging’ was dealt with 
by Mr. PETER THORNEYCROFT, President of 
the Board of Trade. on January 26. 

In answer to questions he said he did not 
think it necessary to have consultations with 
representative organisations of the trade and 
industry about the possibility of extending 
the scheme initiated by the cement industry. 
He would bear the point in mind in his 
contacts. Industrialists were well aware of 
the importance which the Government 
attached to their efforts to keep costs and 
prices down. Few had notified him of their 
Imentions, nor was there any reason why 
they should. 

Mr. Thorneycroft also stated that he 
hoped to introduce a new Monopolies Bill 
some time in February. Asked about steel 
output, the President said that he was 
advised that production was expected to in- 





for © 
cp Wik 
ppeat 
said 1 
icable ! 











crease in the period 1956-58 by more than 
3m. ingot tons. 

Dealing with school construction plans, 
SR Davip Eccies, Minister of Education, in 
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written answers, stated that 2,108 new 
primary and 595 new secondary schools were 
built between 1945 and October last year. 
Work started before October, 1951, on 1,457 
of the primary and 416 of the secondary 
schools. Secondary school development 
plans for six local education authorities, 
Shropshire, Staffordshire, Wolverhampton, 
Worcestershire, Glamorgan and Swansea, 
had not yet been approved, 


The Housing Subsidies Bill 


When the Housing Subsidies Bill was 
further considered in committee on Janu- 
ary 25, the Opposition sought to have the 
higher subsidies applied to houses to meet 
existing needs in mining areas, and argued 
that housing shortages in those areas were 
causing a drift from the mines. Mr. ENOCH 
PowELL, Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Ministry of Housing and Local Government, 
resisted the proposal, pointing out that the 
£24 subsidy would be payable for houses 
built for persons coming into those areas. 
but to apply that subsidy to houses built 
for general needs would negative the purpose 
of the Bill. 

This led to a characteristic and critical 
intervention by Mr. Bevan, and Mr. 
DUNCAN Sanpbys, the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government, said that the Gov- 
ernment did not really want the additional 
sthsidy for every industry which might 
claim it had a special need. The provision 
was to create a greater readiness by local 
authorities undertaking housing expansion 
schemes to accommodate incoming workers 
in important industries. The number of 
applications received from local authorities 
of tenders for new houses showed that there 
was nothing in the contention that changes 
in the sithsidy rates would stop local authori- 
ties building houses. 


Having been defeated by 251 votes to 205 
in that endeavour. the Opposition then tried 
to have the subsidies retained for houses, 
flats and bungalows built specially for old 
or disabled persons. 


On this occasion, Mr. BEVAN appeared in 
the white sheet of repentance, regretting that, 
although it was his recommendation, he was 
coming to the conclusion that the Labour 
Government had made a great mistake in 
separating the Healthand Housing Ministries, 
because it made housing policy unrelated 
to the rest of the other social policies. Hous- 
ing. he said, was being considered quan- 
titatively, in respect of the immediate burden 
placed on it by the Treasury and not being 
fitted into the general social context to 
which it belonged. 


Mr. SANDYS was unimpressed. He said 
that there was no evidence that locai 
authorities were neglecting the housing needs 
of older people. Nearly 118.000 one-bed- 
room dwellings had been provided from the 
end of the war until September 30 last, which 
was about 7$ per cent. of all local authority 
dwellings built in that period. In the ten- 
ders approved for the quarter ending Sep- 
tember 30 the proportion was 11 per cent. 
If the Opposition’s proposal was adopted 
local authorities would be encouraged to 
increase the proportion of dwellings built 
for older people at the expense of those 
built for families. Such an emphasis would 
not be desirable. 

The committee rejected the amendment by 
240 votes to 208. 
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STABILISING PRICE LEVELS 
Gypsum Rock and Plasters 


MPPHE British Plaster Board (Holdings), 

Ltd., announce their decision to contri- 
bute further to the campaign to arrest in- 
flation and stem the rising tide of costs, by 
undertaking that, in addition to the an- 
nouncement already made by the plaster 
board industry, there wil] be no increase in 
the present prices of the gypsum rock and 
plasters sold by their subsidiaries, at any 
rate until June 30 next. 


The firm stated that it must be appreciated 
that action of this kind by private industry 
can only be effective for a limited period and 
ever a limited field unless there is positive 
action in support by the nationalised indus- 
tries, the trade unions and the Government. 


Electric Lamps 


THORN ELECTRICAL INDUSTRIES, LTD., an- 
nounce that to assist in the stabilisation of 
price levels in accordance with the expressed 
wishes of the Prime Minister there will be 
no increase in the prices of Atlas and Ekco 
tungsten filament lamps and fluorescent 
tubes during the next six months, 


Metal Windows 


THe METAL WINDOW ASSOCIATION an- 
nounced on January 26 that they had 
decided to give an undertaking to maintain 
the selling prices of their standard metal 
windows at least until July of this year. 


Chalk Lime 


THE SOUTHERN LIME ASSOCIATION an- 
nounced on January 27 that the price of 
chalk lime for building purposes, for 
delivery in the area covered by the asso- 
ciation, will not be increased during the 
period to June 30 next. 


Can Prices be Held ? 


Many companies, both in the UK and in 
the USA have kept their prices steady, and 
even reduced them, while labour and mate- 
rials costs have been rising. states the Incor- 
porated Sales Managers’ Association, The 
technique is well known. The big question 
is, will the technique work in current con- 
ditions? This question will be discussed at 
the Association’s annual conference at Har- 
rogate from April 23 to 30. 


EASTERN FEDERATION 
Election of Officers 


THe 37th annual general meeting of the 
Eastern Federation of Building Trades 
Employers was held at Cambridge on 
January 18, when the following officers were 
elected :— 

President: Mr. R. G. Carter, MM, JP, 
FIOB (Norwich). 

Senior Vice-president: Mr. R. E. Perrott, 
MIOB (Chelmsford). 


Junior Vice-presidents: Messrs. H. G. 
Holmes, MIOB (Gt. Yarmouth); C. C. 
Wiggins (Thundersley); W. C. Warton 
(Bedford). 

Hon. Treasurer: Mr. D. M. Chaston 
(Hoddesdon). 

Immediate Past-presideni: Mr. B. 'T. 


Henman, JP, MIOB (Luton). 
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Canadian Housebuilding Methods 
LCC INVESTIGATION 


HE Architect to the London County 
Council is to investigate certain 
Canadian housebuilding techniques to see 
whether they can be adapted for use on 
suitable LCC sites. The proposed investi- 
gation results from a recent visit to Canada 
by Mr. A. W. Cleeve Barr, senior architect 
in the LCC’s housing research and develop- 
ment division. 

The architect’s department will consider 
first the use of “dressed” timber for 
carcassing in place of the customary “ un- 
wrot” timber, and secondly the possibility 
of adapting to British conditions the brick- 
faced, timber-framed house popular in cer- 
tain parts of Canada. 

Mr. Cleeve Barr recently spent a fortnight 
in Canada and inspected building sites in 
Toronto, Ottawa and Vancouver. A further 
investigation is to be held following recom- 
mendations that he made in a report to the 
LCC architect. Mr. Burr records the follow- 
ing information and impressions of his tour: 

Timber-framed housing is general 
throughout Canada, although cladding 
materials vary across the 4,000-mile breadth 
of the country. Mr. Barr notes four basic 
kinds of framing, two of which he terms 
traditional in the sense that any builder can 
erect them with hardly more than a setting- 
out plan. A third, with solid timber walling 
and roofing, is limited in scope and confined 
to the Montreal and Vancouver districts. 
The fourth kind of framing needs careful 
detailing and is generally used only for the 
more expensive houses. 

Mr. Barr was particularly impressed with 
the saving that might result from using 
“dressed” timber for carcassing—that is, 


timber planed on all four surfaces to set 
dimensions. lis use is standard practice 
throughout North America. If dressed 
timber -were in general use in ‘the UK, 
particularly for stud walls and floors in 
which a sheathing is required on both sides, 
a good deal of time could be saved in avoid- 
ing thicknessing or firring out. It has been 
estimated that using dressed timber would 
result in a saving of £12 to £15 on a normal 
British house. Paradoxically, Canadian 
dressed timber landed here is cheaper than 
timber in the rough, in spite of having been 
suojected to more processing. 

To use dressed Canadian timber for car- 
cassing would need little additional con- 
sideration at the design stage. Dressed 
timber from British Columbia mills is } in. 
scant of nominal in all dimensions except in 
sizes of 8 in. and over, which are dressed 
$ in. off in widths. Mr. Barr notes that his 
department regularly used~ } in. scant 
material before the war and as Douglas fir 
and Pacific coast hemlock are stronger than 
most other construction timbers, scant sizes 
could be used interchangeably with full 
sawn. 

Mr. Barr mentions a Canadian proposal 
that a British local authority should build 
several brickfaced, timber-framed test houses 
which would incorporate the two British 
Columbia timbers in plentiful supply— 
Douglas fir and hemlock. The claim made 
for this type of house is that while the brick 
facing meets the British preference for a 
traditional, domestic material, the timber 
inner shell offers the well-known advantages 
of fast erection and better insulation. Mr. 
Barr does not favour the direct application 
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of Canadian building methods in this 
country, but he feels that certain of the prin- 
ciples are worth investigating ‘as regards 
costs and relevance to the types of housing 
required here. He has in mind particularly 
the out-county sites, where labour has to 
be transported from distant centres. 

Mr. Barr was impressed with the amenity 
standards in even the cheapest houses jin 
Canada, but he does not think that such 
amenities could be economically Provided 
here. He found that basements were general 
both in bungalows and two-storey houses 
and, apart from accommodating the oil- 
fired burner for central heating, were used 
for laundry, playroom, storage and similar 
purposes. In addition to central heating, 
all the houses that he saw had grates in the 
living room for open fires. 

His report mentions the use of brick 
facing to timber-framed houses, particularly 
in the Ottawa area. The facing consists of 
a 4} in. brick skin added when the stud 
frame is complete and sheathed and the roof 
is on. A I in. cavity is left between the 
face of the sheathing and the brickwork and 
there is a bitumen-felt dampcourse at the 
bottom. 

The LCC investigators will find examples 
of recent timber building already in this 
country. In 1927 300 Canadian-type houses 
were built for the Liverpool Corporation, 
and it is understood that similar post-war 
building was suspended only because of the 
then timber shortage. The LCC itself built 
a number of timber-framed, weather 
boarded houses in 1927, and they remain in 
good condition. 

Mr. Cleeve 
guest of the 


Barr made his tour as the 
British Columbia Lumber 
Manufacturers’ Association. During his 
two weeks in Canada, he had discussions 
with noted building authorities and timber 
specialists. 
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Town, Grade. KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. Town. Grade, 
TID sctisiiisttcascnntisis wet A " i j 4 Bridgnorth MB ..........00 Al 
Aberdare ........ uA C ee Classification. Fy SS. is Bridgnorth RD .. A2 
Abergavenny A raitsmen ... see see / (Ve p Bridgwater... shill 
Abingdon ...... A2 Labourers ... ase 3 '6$ 3/6 3/54 Brierfield sheaiaensaiaaiaes A 
Accrington uA Brighouse MB ... Pe 
Addlestone cece A | Fou, Grade. Town Grade, | Town Grade, | Brighton Hove ch 
Aldeburgh ......... . Al Aylesbury .... NSIS 1.2, tic cece einen A MUCHO css oe in cesdkcseoendan A Broadstairs ...s0ssss- 2 
Aldershot District .. 1 Ayiesham Bedlingtonshire UD . me Blackwell RD oe" Bromsgrove UD uA 
Alfreton UD ....... Je RUNES) cau tna chawsteeaees see A Blandford .......... .A2 Broughton, Flint a 
Alnwick UD .. a Beeston & Stapleford UD A Blaydon UD sae Buckfastleigh ae 
Altrincham ..... uA Te A2 PNT OR sais ines csncocsaccene A Blidworth aF" Buckingham ... A2 
Amble ........ ae Bakewell UD mY 3 re oe Blyth B. me Buckley ..... oA 
Ambleside .. ae Banbury _....... Al Berkhamsted <o Bodmin ........... .A2 MY cunssncdvenceed A2 
Amersham ...... re | ae eee eaten ..A2 Berrington _....... Al Bognor Regis .A2 Burnham-on-Cr A2 
Ammanford a Barnard Castle UD ne’ Berwick Borough A Boldon UD a Burnham-on-Sea A2 
Andover ............ ..A2 Barnoldswick UD ... ak Beverley MB ........ me Bolsover UD me Burnley _......... re oA 
Anglesey, Isle of . sae Barnsley CB ..... joss Bewdley MB...... er Bolton ........ ae Burton-on-Trent C.B A 
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De eee ..A2 Barrow-upon-Soar RD Biggleswade -A2 Bournemouth District ......A Buxton ... soa 
Ashbourne RD ..A2 (exc. Thrussington A2)...A Billericay .... a TPRCEIOY WED ocsccecesessosecss A2 IO MOOE sccccessaccacecvccsuncaeat’ Al 
Ashbourne UD............... 2 ae oe ee a aa ee Bracknell ...... .A2 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch UD ...A Basford RD (exc. Willough- Billingham UD A Bradford CB ........ per 
Ashby Woulds UD .........A by-on-the-Wolds Al) ...... A Bilsthorpe ‘ A Bradford-on-Avon -A2 CRAMAF UGE . anecnsncccrecssees A2 
Ashford (Kent) ........ -iAi2 Basingstoke ............ Al Bilston MB .... ey PRIS encesatessvsaccsass Al Caernarvonshire, Cnty. of $A2 
Ashford (Middlesex) ee WD ciscenstnese A Birchington -A2 Brandon & Byshottles UD A CRIME Valley ...sscex'sccssscesss A 
Ashington UD ......... pe Batley MB A Birkenhead ........ eee Brecon—Borough of......... Al Camberley District . Ad 
PUEDE cc desesvcscescnccs — DARTETICY o.covcsccsuces | Birmingham CB ...... A Breconshire, County of ... [A2 Cambridge ............. ceeil 
Ashton-under-Lyne  ' Beaconsfield District .........A Bishop Auckland UD. aondhs DPCUE PGRN isissciceccaecacs’ 2 Cannock UD . A 
Aspatria and Brayton ......A2 Sra ee aig ti Bishop’s Stortford .... Brentwood eed Canterbury .... 2 
Atherstone RD ........ ae! Beccles ..... A2 Bishops Castle MB. Be) } BTIGGONd .occccees A METI © ccs haga secssascveacssvies A 
Attleborough .A2 Bedale RD A Bispham mm * Bridlington MB ... A Cardiganshire,County of tA2 
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CURRENT RATES OF WAGES—Continued 


Town. ina 


n UD 
+ coach tai Borough of.. rt 
Carmarthenshire,Cnty of $A2 
CarnfOrthn .....s.cescccesecescones 
Castleford UD 














Chapt Frith . 
Chard ..eeeeeveeeeeee 
Charmy Down ...... 
— District 
CRANETIS — acercecsecoeees 
Cheadle *(Stafis) RD. 
Chelmsford 
Cheltenham 
Chepstow 
Chertsey ... 
MEET ixevaccececons 
Chester-le-Street U 
Chesterfield MB ..... 
Chesterfield RD .. a 
Chichester ogg wo. AZ 
Chipping Norton.. . 
Giving Sodbury _ sonbeeons A2 
Chippenham (inc. Chippen- 
ham Within and Harden- 
DED snsscsonoussdascetdences 
Cirencester 
Chorley.. 
Clacton ......... 
Clay Cross UD.. 
Cleethorpes MB 


SEESEL EEE DD” 


Clevedon ........ 

Cleveleys .... 

Clitheroe ....... 

Coalville UD ...... 

Cobham (Surrey) ' 
MEEEMEN | ccconsccncevecsereace A 
SEE sauncdedbiuesenceandennaness A 
Colwyn Bay owbal 
Congleton ... .Al 
Consett UD . aA 
Conway ...... Al 
Corby UD.... aA 
Cornwall, County of.. A2 
Corsham District uA 
Coventry CB ...... wilt 
Cranbrook ..... ooedaa 
Cranleigh 

Cranwell Aerodrome Site Al 
SIMI bcs icsvanecsvcsseccnaces 
Crewe ..... oes 
Crewkerne 46 
SET sesvinberiincsnttadpasds A 





Crook and Willington 
UD coe 













Crowborough 

Cuckfield......... a 
DEN ey ctatvasesetaceiscxseas 
Dalton-in-Furness ............ A 
Darlington CB ...... ae 
Dartmouth ..... oxen 
Darwen ...... A 
Daventry MB . A2 
seers ..A2 
— Town ey | 
Derby CB........ ee 
— pipdeskonwansis ..A2 
Devon, County of . A2 
Dewsbury CB ...... conch 
ROE cecesee ey” 
eee oa 
Doncaster CB .. vee 
Dorchester ..A2 
MOMBTERE © sch si noacseacecacaccncs A 


Dorset, County of (except- 
ing Poole, Swanage and 
Wimborne Al) ............ 
MOE caicsnisuetentexa 

Dovercourt .. 

Driffield UD 

Drigg & Carleton . 

Droitwich MB. ....... 

Dudley CB ..... 

Dunstable 


Defias B o.ccccccscccesocseess 


> 





East Grinstead District ...A2 

t Kesteven RD A 
East Retford MB 
Eastwood (Notts) UD 
Ebbw Vale & District......... 
eee Seuieaskoues -A2 








Fakenham .. 
Falmouth .. 
Fareham 


For Birkenhead, Liverpool and London the rates are:—Craftsmen, 4s. 


Women’s RaTes.—In all districts throughout the country the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 3s. 2}d. per hour. 
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Faversham 
Felixstowe 
Filey UD ... 
Fleetwood 

Flint MB ... 
Folkestone .. 
Frinton ..... 





Gateshead (|. 







Gillingham (Kent)... 
Glastonbury & Stree 
Glossop 

Gloucester 
Gloucestershire 
Godalming 
CRE NE oevicsvccccscevecseue A 


MIQOION  cnccessctcvasccscsvenens A 
eee A 
Grantham MB .. py 
GBOCROT ois cccaccaccacsaccane A 
Grays Thurrock UD Area...A 

ey 
A 
A 





Great Yarmouth ..... 
Grimsby CB........ 
Grimsby RD (part) .. = 
Guildford District ............ 





Halesowen MB ..............- A 
Halifax CB ...... r 













A 
Halstead ...... A2 
Haresfield . Al 
Harlow ....... A 
Harpenden ; A 
Harrogate MB. A 
Hartlepool B . a 
Harwell ...... -A2 
Harwich A 
Haslemere A2 
FRASER «05 0icesces A2 
Hatfield (Herts) A 
MEAVORE ssc cscccvodarca A 
Haywards Heath . A2 
Heanor UD ay 
Hemel Hempstead ............ 
Henley-on-Thames 
Hereford 
Herefordshire, Cnty. of...tA2 
i. .. ee A2 
Hertford ....... ch 


Hexham UD . 
Heysham .... 
Heywood 
Higham Ferrers MB 
High Wycombe ........ 
Hinckley UD .... 


a 

Hoddesdon .. 

Holywell ..... 

Horley 

Horncastle UD ee 

Horsham ...... «shih 

Horwich ....... anit 

Huddersfield CB ooh 
_ ere wA 

Hunstanton .......... A2 

Huntingdon (Staffs)............ A 

BIRO IE cao scccssscancnacers A 

Ilkley UD ..... ook 

TOS WIENS <0 cccecesscss joc 

Isle of Sheppey A2 


Isle of Thanet 
Isle of Wight 










MNRCOMIDS:  desexcascsctendons A2 
WEEE oss ccscaccasccccnacans A 
Keighley MB. .........cccccceee A 
eee A 
Kenilworth UD. soul 
Kettering MB .... A 
Keynsham ..... A 
Kidderminster MB. A 
Kingskerswell ...... Al 
King’s Lynn ...... Al 
Kingsteignton Al 
Kirkham ........... Pery 
Knaresborough U cual 
NESEY cadacaxeveiceuccacces A 
UNO vccicccsicccexamidoavens A 
Leamington MB. 
Leatherhead 

Leeds CB ..... 

Leek UD ..... 


Leicester CB .. 
Leighton Buzzar 
MGMUOME dcasstacsece 
Leominster 
OCR WORD éccscscecececcscocess A 


Bez >>>>> 


craft processes, 2s. 104d. per hour. 





Town Grade. 


RAW diss ccnwaseacnt wassesersen A2 
Lichfield MB wee * 





Lincoln CB . may" 
Liskeard _ ...... -A2 
Littlehampton A2 
Liverpool _...... ee 


ERRIMMMNID sccesanciecacaccanses 
Llanelly (incl. Llanelly — v4 
Llanfairfechan 2 
Llangollen . 

























London .... _ 
Long Eaton ee 

AMS” cicsecncsaccaccansen --A2 
Loughborough MB . “ae 
LOWE NOD. ccscaccasses Al 
Lowestoft ee 
Loxton ....... A2 
Ludlow MB . <a 
Ludlow RD . A2 
Gees ay 
Lyme Regis ...... A2 
Lyneham (Devon). A2 
VORINEN  Saxegegscacmacacncentnad A 
Macclesfield — ....cccccccccesees A 
Maidenhead wA 
Maidstone ...... A 
Maldon tio: Al 
Maltby UD . A 
Malton UD. « Ad 
Malvern UD .. we Al 
IPMN ONOOE acs ncdocuadcdeaescs A 
Manningtree ....... Al 


Mansfield MB 
March 
Le A2 
Market Harborough RD...A! 
Market Harborough UD ...A 


Market Rasen UD............ A2 
Martock .......... -A2 
Maryport .. ok 
Matlock UD . 7 
ee -A2 
Melton Mowbray UD Al 
Merionethshire ......... + A2 
[Sa mee 
Mexborough UD A 
Middlesbrough CB. A 
Middleton ........... a 
MEIGGIE WEEE a ccccccceccccoscs A 
Mildenhall _.......... we 


Milford Haven UD . . Al 
MUNI incacneancactecnecs .A2 
Monmouth—Borough of...Al 
Monmouthshire..... awl 
ROOD cvncssncccesese one A 


Moreton Valence . 


OO ee eee ee A 
WN OE vcniccncsednctass inne A 
Morpeth RD . sine 
PIII scintiksitcnnmoinninn vie A2 
ONION a ccc cuccasncensaces A 
Neath & Valley uA 
ES uA 
Newark MB. ee 
EN” SxsSnasnicnuibcendond A2 
Newcastle-on-Tyne CB...... A 


Newcastle-under-Lyme i 
New Forest District .........Al 
Newmarket . 


Newport, Mon. ... ey 
Newport Pagnell ---A2 
Newquay _....cccoces ey 
Newton Abbot .. Al 
Normanton UD ............ A 
Northallerton District ...... A 
Northallerton UD ............ A 
Northampton CB A 
North Shields ......... ve 
North Walsham .. A2 
Northwich ......... uA 


Norton Radstock 
Norwic! 


Nottingham CB .... A 
Nuneaton MB z.....cccceseee A 
Oakham RD .,., vel 
Oakham UD A2 
Okehampton A2 


Oldham ..... couch 
Ongar ..... oe 
Ormskirk _......... uA 
Ossett & Horbury saasd 
CRWORIEY io cccccaces ohn 
Oundle UD ey 
Oxford _..... ey 
GEMPEE  csshaneaanessicccauvates Al 
Padstow 

Paignton .... Bey 
RO cacarainctuacucda saniogunanes 








Town. Grade. 


Pembrokeshire (except Mil- 
ford Haven) 2 

Aver ay gl ese 

Penrith UD . 

Penzance A2 

Peterborough, Soke of (East- 


























ern Regional portion) ...Al 
Petersfield ... A2 
Pickering --A2 
Plymouth _..... ae 
Pontefract MB . wo 
Pontypool & District ew 
Pontypridd District ecole 
le. ess ww A 
Portishead .. eA 
Portland Bill . Al 
Portsmouth ..... ancl 
Port Talbot A 
PYGRIOM  iccccece oA 
Princetown --A2 
Pudsey MB . oA 
Po eae A2 
Radnorshire, County of tA2 
Ramsgate ..,. A2 
Raunds UD A 
Rayleigh ey 
Reading cont 
Redcar B . oul 
Redditch UD ..... me 
Redhill & Reigate . era 
Rhondda Valley ....... oA 
Richmond B (Yorks) . coed 
Ripon MB .....cccccesece .A2 
Rochdale .... pee 
Rochester ....... Al 
Ross-on-Wye _ . .A2 
Rossendale Valley A 
Rotherham CB . wach 
Royston _....... Al 
RUNNY REI cnc cncccacaciacankend A 
Rugeley UD .. Al 
PS : aE A 
Saffron Walden _............ A2 
St. Albans ...... aa | 


St. Austell .. 
St. Helens 
St. Neots ..... -A2 
Salisbury City .. ‘ 
Salisbury Plain .. 


i A2 
Sawbridgeworth A 
Saxmundham .A2 


Scarborough MB 
Scunthorpe MB .. 


Seaford & Newha .A2 
OS CHEN ctceacacaicaes ook 
Sevenoaks .... A 
Shaftesbury .A2 
Sheerness ..... A2 
Sheffield MB ask 
Shepton Mallet . .A2 
Sherborne ........ mee 
SRIpICY ccc cece 

Shoeburyness . 

Shoreham ........ 


Shrewsbury MB ... 
Sirhowy Valleys 
Sittingbourne .. 
Skegness UD .. 
Skipton UD .... ae 
LS A) ee Al 
Slough, Windsor & Eton 


PIRI acsacevucciaecacooues A 
Smethwick CB TA 
Snettisham ..... ---A2 
|) es A 


Somerset, County of...... tA2 
Southampton and 

pS eee A 
Southend-on-Sea _ Dist 
Southport 
South Shields CB 
Southwold 
Spalding UD .. 
Stafford MB .. 
Staines .......... 
Stamford MB 









>>2B>>> 


Rb: 


Stockton-on-Tees B... 
Stoke-on-Trent CB ... 
Stoke Orchard .. 


Stantonwick .... A 
Stevenage ..... oe 
Stockport ....... A 
Stockton RD ...... ee 
A 
A 


>i 


Stourbridge MB . A 
Stourport UD .... ae 
Stowmarket § .......0.2.-.00s0«. Al 
Stratford-on-Avon MB...... A 
Stroud (RD Area)............ Al 
Sunderland CB ... oul 
pe eer 
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Town. Grade. 
Sutton Coldfield MB 
Swadili: 
Swaffham 
Swanage District 
Swansea 
Swindon Distri 
Swinton U 
Tamworth MB .....c.ccsceees A 
Tauntor a. .see. -A2 
Tavistock .... A2 
Tenterden .... A2 
Teignmouth . --A2 
Tewkesbury ... Al 
Thames Haven oA 
Thetford ......... -A2 
Thirsk RD ae 
Thorpe Bay .......... andl 
Thurrock UDC Area ......... A 
» North of to Billericay... 2 
: SRA ates 


Todmorden MB 
Tonbridge . 






Torquay Al 
TOMES — cccee Al 
i .A2 
Trowbridge. A2 
"RRND assaascertane --A2 
Tunbridge Wells Al 


Tynemouth CB ......c0-ese08- 


CII So cicicesamincassaces wiA 
Uppingham (Saiop) 
Uttoxeter RD ..; 
Uttoxeter UD... 






Wakeolield Ci ccccccecsteccesese 
Wakefield RD .. 
Walisall CB... 
Wallsend B ... 
Walsden ......« 


Ware ......c000 
Warminster 











Warrington ... ey 
Warwick MB ... ey 
Wednesbury MB..... ey 
Wellingborough UD . A 
Wellington UD. ..........0.00- A 
Wellington (Somerset) ...A2 
Wells (Norfolk) ......... wey 
Wells (Somerset? , A2 
Lr a 
Welwyn Gar. City ..... A 


West Bromwich CB. 
Westbury ..... 
Westcliff-on-Sea_ 
Westerham ............ 
West Hartlepool CB 
Westmorland (except 
Le as ee 
Weston-super-Mare . . 
NUNN ce icc int cacipicens A 
Weymouth (including Port- 
land Bill, excluding Port- 
land Stoneyards) ......... Al 
Whitby UD aes 
Whitby RD 
Whitehaven oA 
Whitley & Monkseaton UDA 
Whitstable and District ...A2 
Lj eae wnecckenenes A 
Widnes .... WA 
Wigan .. “7 
Wigton .. -A2 
Wilmslow . eéunseoes A 








Wimborne 
Wincanton . 
Winchester ..... 

Windermere . amy 
Wi : 














Woking ........ 
Wokingham .......... ee 
Wolverhampton CB ......... 
Wolverton District .........A2 
Woodbridge .......... pas 
Wooduall Spa ei acwes 
Woodstock _...... ‘ 
Worcester CB . 
Workington .... 
Worksop MB . 
ST 
Wrexham (incl. Cefa).. 
Wroughton 
Wylam ....... 
Wymondham 


WHEE o cidccacsaiatsesuniianesiees 
Yeovil Borough . a 

DC. > pee a 
I astwinlicncchicciacvece 


24d.; Labourers, 3s. 8d. In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile radius is: Craftsmen, 4s. 2¢.; 
Labourers, 3s. 7id. tPlus 2d. per working day. {This is the County rate and applies except where higher grades are stated. : ’ 

Note.—Carpenters and Joiners providing own tools when employed in establishments operating under the Supplementary Rules for Woodworking Factories and Shops, receive 
2d. per day; when employed on other building industry work, 4d. per day. 


For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 206. 


Women engaged on work other than 
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THE 
CARRIER” produced by the 
British Straddle Carrier Co., 
Ltd., 7, Chesterfield-gardens, 
Curzon-street, W1, is driven 
endwise over the load and its 
bolsters, which are then lifted 
into transporting position by 
lifting hook wedges. Needing 
only one operator, recent per- 
formance tests showed the 
Carrier capable of picking-up 
and setting-down 7-ton loads 
23 ft. long at a rate of 300 
tons per hour, moving them a 
distance of 220 yds. It can 
operate in a gangway only 
Slightly greater than its overall 
width, and can also cover very 
rough ground. 





Thixotropic Paint 


RANGE of alkyd-resin high-gloss 

paints has been placed on the market 
by William A. Halstead, Ltd., Goodwood- 
road, New Cross, SE14. These paints are 
thixotropic, that is, they remain in a jelly- 
like state in the tin and will not run out even 
if accidentally knocked over. For applica- 
tion, no stirring, thinning or shaking should 
be carried out. Instead, the brush is merely 
dipped into the tin when it will be found 
that the paint clings to the bristles. Upon 
brushing on to the work surface, the agita- 
tion of the bristles causes the paint to change 
to a workable consistency. Since a greater 
quantity of paint can be carried on the 
brush, it is possible to spread over larger 
areas at one dipping, and the fact that agita- 
tion occurs only at the brush tip means 
that the paint will not run down the handle. 
Known as “QD Flair” jellied paint, it is 
understood to eliminate brush marks, runs 
or other blemishes in the application of a 
heavy coat, and to be suitable for both ex- 
terior and interior use. 


Fluorescent Reflector Lamp 


A new fluorescent lamp has been intro- 
duced by Philips Electrical, Ltd., Century 
House, Shaftesbury-avenue, WC2. In 
appearance it is a standard fluorescent tube. 
Two-thirds of its inner surface are, how- 
ever, coated with a special reflecting phos- 
phor in addition to the usual fluorescent 
material. By this means, it is claimed, the 
majority of the light output is distributed 
over 120 degrees without the need for a 
separate reflector. 


Glued Laminated Timber 


Glued laminated timber (GLT) is one of 
the latest developments in timber construc- 
tion. It comprises a number of thin boards 
of selected natural timber glued together 
to produce a structural member of what- 
ever size, shape or strength required. One 
application of the principle which has been 
developed by the Rainham Timber 


Engineering Co., Ltd., Frog Island, Rain- 
ham, Essex, is bowstring trusses which can 
be constructed for spans up to 150 ft. It 
is possible to increase any particular section 
of a member locally to develop additional 
strength where it is required, and also to 
produce a curved laminated member pos- 
sessing adl the strength of a straight member. 
Specialised labour is not necessary for 
assembly and erection, and the cost of 
cladding is lessened since straightforward 
nailing is possible, eliminating the use of 
special hooks. Facilities are available for 
the inspection of 60 ft. GLT bowstring 
trusses at the company’s Rainham works. 


Fungi-resistant Plywood 


A full range of plywoods impervious to 
fungi, wood boring insects and marine 
borers has been announced by Thames Ply- 
wood Manufacturers, Ltd., 
Essex. Each lamination is treated chemically 





The Enox ‘ Quiklift” bricklayer’s hod 
marketed by Fry’s (London), Ltd., 56, South- 
wark Street, SE1\, is a die-cast alloy hod 
designed to take a full compliment of 12 
bricks, yet weighing less than 7 lbs. Its 
internal measurements are about 16 ins by 
84 ins., and it is fitted with a strong 1% in. 
diameter ash pole, 4 ft. long. These hods have 
been successfully tested under strains and loads 

well in excess of normal usage. 


ST RAD DEE 


of Barking, - 
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with a balanced mixture of copper sulphates 
and chromates in solution before being 
glued and bonded together, with the result 
that all fibres of the wood are rendered jm. 
mune to attack and the finished plywoog 
can be cut and shaped without damage jg 
its resistant qualities. The plywood, 
marketed as “ Thames-Celply,” conforms 
to British Standard 1203, and is supplied 
from 7; in. to 2 in. thick, up to 9 ft, by 
30 ft. 


Wood Wool Slabs 


A book of comparative values showing 
the advantages of using “ Marlith” wood 
wool slabs for pitched and flat roofing con. 
struction can now be obtained from the 
Marley Tile Co., Ltd., London-road, River. 
head, Sevenoaks, Kent. The company are 
also using window stickers on building sites 
with the wording “ This house is roofed with 
‘Marley Roof Tiles. | Guaranteed for 50 
years.” 

Pearl Finish 

At a recent sales conference held by 
Sissons Brothers and Co., at their Hull 
factory, a transparent paint known a5 
“ Siscoglow ” pearl finish was introduced, 
which when applied over “ Siscomatte” is 
understood to provide a_ pleasantly sub- 
dued gloss. Full particulars have not been 
released as yet. 


© Warm-Air ’ 

A demonstration was held recently at the 
Downs County primary school, Essex, of 
the “ Warm-Air” system marketed by 
Radiation Group Sales, Ltd., Wembley, 
Middx. The system is completely automatic 
in operation, requiring only the setting of 
the room thermostats to the desired tempera- 
tures. During the hours of occupancy, the 
system switches on and off to maintain these 
temperatures, but during stand-by periods 
(such as overnight or weekends) a small 
pilot flame only is maintained. The Downs 
County primary school, designed by Mr. 
Conolly, FRIBA, County Architect for 
Essex, was built by Cawood Wharton, Ltd, 
the site work being carried out by Kirk and 
Kirk, Ltd. It is an emergency one and was 
completed in less than five months, being 
entirely demountable, even to the founda- 
tion piers. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Messrs. A. L. SUTHERLAND and H. C. Wurre have 
been appointed as directors of Philips Electrical, Ltd. 


Mr. T. E. Apams. ACA, secretary of Svalocrete 
Products, Ltd., has now been appointed as a director 
of the company. He will continue to act as company 
secretary. Mr. H. W. Row, export manager for the 
company, has left for a three-month tour of the Far 
East and the Middle East. 


Mr. C. Crossan has been appointed as area 
representative to W. H. Heywood and Co., Ltd., for 
Gloucestershire, Somerset and South Wales. | Mr. 
Crossan’s office is at ‘* Cornwall House, 
Promenade, Clifton (tel.: Bristol 38649). 


System 


Change of Address 

The offices of Blundell, Spence and Co, 
Ltd., are now situated at York House, 37, 
Queen-square, WC1. 


Laminated Plastic 

The offices of Thomas De La Rue and 
Co., Ltd., makers of Formica laminated 
plastic, are, of course, situated at Imperial 
House, 84-86, Regent-street, W, and not as 
given in our January 20 issue. 
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From Our Own Correspondents 


BELGIUM.—The Syndicat d’Etudes des 
Centrales Atomiques and the Syndicat 
(Eudes de Energie Nucleaire of Belgium 
have announced joint plans for the construc- 
tion of a power-producing reactor of 11.500 
kilowatts capacity which is to generate elec- 
tricity for the Brussels International Exhi- 
pition of 1958. At the end of the exhibition 
the power produced by the reactor will be 
fed into the Belgian power network. The 
former company has also announced a plan 
to construct, on the basis of experience 
gained with the 1958 Exhibition reactor, an 
atomic power station of 100,000 kilowatts 
capacity. 


BULGARIA.—Dams and power stations 
are a big feature of construction in Bul- 
garia today. The largest scheme in the 
country so far is that for the Sofia 
plain. It comprises a dam, seven miles of 
tunnels, three power stations, a navigable 
canal through the capital and a network of 
irrigation canals covering 155,000 acres. 
Another large scheme is the hydro-electric 
scheme for irrigating the Kazanluk plain— 
the “ Valley of Roses.” A number of dams 
and power stations are planned for comple- 
tion in 1958 to produce a total of 160,000 
kilowatts of electric power. Keeping pace 
with this power and irrigation scheme is a 
plan to industrialise pants of the country and 
at the present time plans are being drawn up 
for the building of scores of factories. It 
is known that the Bulgarian building indus- 
try is short of modern equipment and offers 
from the UK would be welcomed. 


SINGAPORE.—The Chairman of the 
Singapore Telephone Exchange said recently 
that work would soon begin on a new tele- 
phone exchange. It is expected that the ex- 
change will take about 12 months to com- 
plete and will cost about £400,000. All 
work on Singapore’s proposed £1m. Poly- 
technic has stopped temporarily following a 
report from the Chairman of the Board who 
has recently returned from a European tour. 
It is understood that changes will be made to 
plans which have already been drawn up... 
{lm. is to be spent on a housing estate for 
9000 people to be built by the Singapore 
Improvement Trust on part of the recently 
closed Kallang Airport. Provision has also 
been made for 60 shops, a large market and 
three schools. It is believed that two other 
sites will be leased to private investors for 
the construction of hotels. . . . The Singapore 
Improvement Trust is also to undertake a 
£350,000 housing scheme on behalf of the 
Army. To begin with the houses will be 
leased’to the Army for seven years and will 
subsequently be available for occupation by 
factory workers as industrial development 
takes place in the area. . . . Other housing 
News comes from the Singapore Government 
Officers’ Co-operative Housing Society which 
states it is to spend over £100,000 for the 
building of 70 houses. . . . A committee 
appointed by the Penang Settlement Govern- 
ment has recommended anti-flood measures 
Which it is expected may cost up to £1m. 
Recommendations include the widening of 
fiver bridges, removal of river sand and 
Possibly river diversions and the construc- 
tion of a tidal gate near the mouth of the 
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Penang River. .. . Work has begun on a new 
£300,000 road along the coast linking the 
town area of Singapore with the Kallang 
Bridge. The new road which will relieve 
traffic congestion on the east side of Singa- 
pore Island will take two-way traffic, each 
carriageway being 22 feet wide. It is ex- 
pected that the road will be completed by 
next year. 


SAUDI ARABIA.—Many large firms are 
studying the call for tenders put out recently 
by the Government for the construction of 
the long-projected railway line to link 
Riyadh with Jedda, 750 miles away, via 
Medina. Conservative estimates place the 
total cost at a minimum of £60m. Polish, 
French, German and Japanese groups are 
known to be interested and the International 


Engineering Corporation of the USA, a 
Morrison-Knudsen concern, will almost 
certainly tender it is said. . . . Government 


public works projects at present in hand are 
the Jedda-Medina road, of which about 50 
km. remains to be asphalted; the Wadi 
Akrama dam at Taif, work on which is 
about half completed; the airport at Medina 
which is one third complete; the airport at 
Taif on which work has just begun; and the 
Al Kharj barracks project which has also just 
been started. In addition, a number of 
small hospitals and schools are known to be 
under construction in various parts of the 
country. The most interesting plan at the 
moment in the country is the one for the 
rebuilding of Riyadh the royal capital. 





Asbestos Cement Pipes 


*Mr. John C. Fryer, 1126, Wilshire- 
boulevard, Santa Monica, California, would 
like to receive quotations from UK suppliers 
of pipe made from compound of asbestos 
and cement. Quotations should be for 
both 3 in. and 4 in. internal diameter in 
10-ft. lengths. Mr. Fryer is unable to give 
the wall thicknesses of the pipe. Its prin- 
cipal uses are for flue vents and as soil pipe, 
a substitute for the cast iron variety. 

Suppliers interested in this inquiry Should 
write by airmail direct to Mr. Fryer, quot- 
ing cif prices in United States currency. 
Further inquiries telephone Chancery 4411, 
ext. 766, quoting reference ESB/219/56. 


Home Building Exhibition, USA 


* The first International Home Building 
Exposition is to take place in the New York 
Coliseum from May 12 to 20. The Coliseum 
is the newest trade fair bui!ding in New York 
and is situated prominently in centre of the 
city. Over 300,000 Square feet of exhibition 
space is available on four floors. Exhibits 
will cover the whole range of home building 
and it is understood that several comp!ete 
full-sized homes fully equipped with furnish- 
ings, accessories and gardens will be erected 
specially for the Exposition. Also on view 
will be atomic and electronic devices of the 
future. 


The organisers welcome participation from 
other countries and United Kingdom manu- 
facturers interested should write without 
delay to the following address: The 1956 
International Home _ Building Exposition. 
Suite M-l-Henry Hudson Hotel, 353, West 
57th-street,. New York 19, NY. The Exhi- 
bitions and Fairs Branch of the Board of 
Trade, Lacon House, Theobalds-road, Lon- 
don, WCI1 (Telephone: Chancery 4411, 
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Extension 435) will be pleased to answer 
inquiries about the exhibition. 


Building Materials, South Africa 


*Mr. Maurice Gill, the Natal Director of 
H. Incledon and Co. (SA), Ltd., 17 Hunter- 
street, Durban, is visiting the UK _ until 
March 5 for the purpose of obtaining new 
agencies or distributorships in Natal or the 
Union of South Africa for’ the following: 
machinery, materials and equipment appro- 
priate to mining and quarrying ; builders’ 
hardware; sanitary ware; and plumbing 
materials and requisites. 

Mr. Gill’s London address will be H. 
Incledon and Co., 56 Kingsway, WC2, and 
interested firms are advised to communicate 
with him there. H. Incledon and Co. (SA), 
Ltd., have a head office at Johannesburg, 
branches at Durban, Pietermaritzburg, Cape 
Town and Welkom, Orange Free State and 
also an engineering works and foundry at 
Benoni, Transvaal. Further inquiries tele- 
phone Chancery 4411, ext. 900 quoting 
ESB/492/56. 


Hydro-electric Progress, Canada 


*The Water Resources Branch of the De- 
partment of Northern Affairs and National 
Resources, Canada, has published its 1955 
review of hydro-electric progress. The re- 
view deals, state by state, with brief out- 
lines of hydro-electric undertakings which 
were completed in 1955, are in the course 
of construction, or projects that are more or 
less definitely planned. 

It states that while many of the more con- 
venient and attractive sites have already 
been developed, their total capacity repre- 
sents less that 27 per cent. of the water- 
power resources of Canada. Continuing im- 
provement in the technique of long-distance 
transmission of electrical energy is tending 
to make more remote sites available for 
connection to existing generating systems. 

For further inquiries telephone Chancery 
4411, ext. 776 quoting CRE/ 1296/55. 


Cement, India 

*The following firms have been granted 
licences by the Indian Ministry of Com- 
merce and Industry for the manufacture of 
cement (the place names following the 
titles of the firms are the locations of the 
undertakings): M. Somappa, Andhra— 
cement 62,000 tons per annum; Krishn 
Kumar Singbji Cement Co., Ltd., Bhavnagar 
—Portland cement 265,000 tons per annum ,; 
Associated Cement Co., Ltd., Rourkela— 
portland cement 250,000 tons per annum, at 
Bombay—Portland cement 165,000 tons per 
annum, at Siju, Assam—Portland cement 
165,000 tons per annum, at Andhra—cement 
66,000 tons per annum, at Kymore— 
Portland cement 213,000 and coloured and 
white cement, 25.000 tons per annum, at 


Shahabad, Hyderabad—Portland cement 
265,000 tons per annum, at Porbandar, 
Saurashtra—Portland cement 165,000 and 


white and coloured cement, 25,000 tons per 
annum, at Maduddarai, Madras—white and 
coloured cement 25,000 tons per annum, 
and Travancore Cements, Ltd., Kottayam, 
Travancore Cochin—white cement, 5,000 
tons per annum. 

Further inquiries quoting CRE/339/55 
telephone Trafalgar 8855, ext. 2310. 





* From the Board of Trade Special Register In- 
formation Service. 
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CARIBBEAN BUILDING 


From Our Own Correspondent 


Federation of the British Territories in 
the Caribbean has been taken a step nearer 
with the publication of pre-Federal reports 
on the Civil Service, Finance and Justice. 


The territories which have accepted the 


principle of Federation are Barbados; 
Jamaica; Antiqua; St. Kitts-Nevis; Mont- 
serrat; Trinidad and Tobago; Grenada; St. 


Vincent; St. Lucia and Dominica. It is 
probable that British Guiana and British 
Honduras may join the group, whilst partial 
membership may be envisaged for the Turks 
and Caicos Islands, the Caymen Islands, 
and the British Virgin Islands. Somewhere 
in these lands is to be set up the Federal 
Capital; estimated by the Fiscal Com- 
missioner, Sir Sydney Caine, to cost over 
$10m., or over £2m. 


In the Federal Capital will be required: 
Parliament Building—£250,000; Supreme 
Court—£100,000; General offices for about 
200 staff—£450.000; Governor-General’s 
residence—£150,000; Prime Minister’s home 
—£25,000; 30 houses for Ministers and 
senior officials—£150,000; Visitors accom- 
modation—£50,000; Temporary buildings 
and adaptations—£100,000; Services and site 
works—£225.000; Professional fees— 
£225,000; and cost of land (between 50 to 
100 acres)—£375,000. The exact sum total 
of these works is £2,100,000. 


The estimates have been prepared after 
consultation with the Buildings Adviser to 
the Comptroller of Development and Wel- 
fare, Mr. J. Rose. ARIBA; the Director of 
Public Works, Barbados, Mr. K. Tomlin, 
FRIBA; and several architects with recent 
experience of Government work in Jamaica. 
In compiling the estimates it has been 
assumed that the work will be done by 
private contract and not by the PWD of 
the chosen territory. 


The London Conference of 1953 agreed 
that the Headquarters site should be in 
Grenada, but there is a widespread feeling 
that this may be changed. It is essential 
that the Federal Capital should have good 
air and sea communications; and the con- 
struction costs of a suitable port and air- 
field would be very high. The Judical Com- 
missioner has advised that the Federal 
Supreme Court should be in Trinidad. and 
it is believed that the United States Govern- 
ment would be prepared to make their Navy 
base at Chaguramas, now on a care and 
maintenance basis, near Port of Spain, avail- 
able for the siting of the Capital. Wherever 
the final site is selected, it will bring great 
benefit to the area concerned and the find- 
ings of the Conference of Ministers to be 
held at the Colonial Office in early February 
are awaited with eager interest in the West 
Indies. 


On the administration side, the Civil 
Service Commissioner, Sir Hilary Blood, 
has recommended that a Ministry of Com- 
munications and Works be set up with a 
department centaining a Director of Works 
and a Building Development Advisor at a 
salary of £2,000 per annum. The duties of 
the Ministry will not cover general public 
works as commonly known, and therefore 
no architects or engineers are recommended 
in the staffing proposals. 
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The Scottish Builder 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Aberdeen.—Plans approved for a new library and 
community centre at the Kincorth housing develop- 
ment site. G. M. Keith (F), Planning and Architec- 
tural Dept., Broad-st., Aberdeen. 

Argylishire.—Pians approved for new garage and 
showrooms at Airds-cres., Oban. Plans by M. & 
A. M. Wilson, The East Esplanade, Oban. 

Ayr.—P'ans prepared by the architects of Benjamin 
Popplewell] & Sons, Ltd., 7, South-park-rd., Ayr, for 
the rebuilding of the Ayrshire Gaiety Theatre. 
destroyed by fire. 

Bonnybridge.—Plans approved by the Corporation 
for additions and alterations at the Mid Lothian Cty. 
Sec. Sch. (est. cost £11,500). County A and QS: 
Mr. Alexander Bertram (A), and Mr. George 
Macisaac, FSI, County-bldgs., Mid Lothian. 

Dunfermline.—Dean of Guild Court approved plans 
by Dunfermline Co-operative Society, Ltd., for the 
erection of a block of shops and a dwelling house at 
Aberdour-rd. (est. cost £35,000). 

Forfarshire.—P'ans approved for scheme of 75 
two-, three- and four-apartment houses at Montrose- 
rd. housing development (est. cost £75,000). Council 
A: George H. Rodyer, Master of Works Offices, 
Arbroath. 

Forfarshire.—Plans by the architects of Chivers & 


Son, Ltd., Montrose, have been approved for new 
workshops at Cha!mers-st., Montrose (est. cost 
£14,000). 


Glasgow.—P!ans approved for Robert Maclaren & 
Co., Ltd.. Eglinton Works, for new extension (est. 
cost £10,000) at Kilbirnie-st. A: Campbell & Hyslop 


(F/F), U.K. Provident Institution-bldus.. Glasgow. 
WC2. Principal Contrs.: The Clyde Structural Iron 
Co., Ltd., South-st., Scotstoun, Dumbartonshire. 


Glasgow.—Plans by the architects of Associated 
Metal Works (G'asgow), Ltd., approved by the Cor- 
poration Planning and Development Committee for 
new buildings at St. Andrews-sq. 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand and site approved for new 
Protestant prim. and nursery sch. at the Easterhouse 
district A: John Macnab (F), Education Planning 
and Architectural Dept., Bath-st., Glasgow. WC2. 

Glasgow.—Plans in the hands of their architects 
for new oil works at Claythorn-st., Gal!owgate, 
Calton, by Edgar Vaughan & Co., Ltd., Leggee-st., 
Birmingham. 

Glasgow.—Plans by the architects of A.1 Welding 
Services. Ltd.. 114, Morrin-st., Glasgow, C1. have 
been appointed for new extensions and additions at 
Morrin-st. 

Glasgow.—P'ans in hand for scheme of reconstruc- 
- for Messrs. Willerby & Co., Ltd.. at Gordon- 

poe A: C. J. Epril (PF), 55, 'Pall Mall, London, 


lac aliatiita Industrial Estates. Ltd., have 
now received approval for plans for a 253.000 sq. ft. 
single-storey factory for Goodyear Tvre & Rubber 
Co. (Great Britain), Ltd., at Garscadden, Glasgow 
(est. cost £3m.). 

Greenock.—Plans in 
Council, Paisley, 


the hands of Renfrewshire 
for new buildings as additional 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 


OLLOWING are rates of wages 
authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from February 6, 1956, 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney’ 
Shetland, etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen, 4s. Id.; Labourers, 3s. 644, 


For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of For week of 
Year. Craftsman’s rate. 44 hours, 
8. d. 
Ist ke ons s9) Gee 44 Il 
om tt: 334 59 103 
Bit bab _ 50 89 10 
4th ; .. 66% 119 94 
Sth 75 134 9 


For sewiate sahier, the rates are: 
Operatives on craft'operations (at end of s. d, 
probationary period) ce 
Operatives on labouring eperations (at 
end of probationary period) .. 3 3 











accommodation to the Highlanders’ Academy, Mount 
Pleasant-st., Greenock. 

Hamiltonh: Il.—Plans approved for extensions and 
additions for Hugh Smith & Co., Ltd., at their 
works at Hamiltonhill-rd. A: Frank Burnet, Bostos 
& Bell, 180, Hope-st., Glasgow, WC2. 

Hawick.—Two plans approved in Hawick Dean of 
Guild Court. Turner Rutherford & Co., Litd., of 
Hawick, are to erect a new four-storey finishing 
department at their works (est. cost £15,000). Barrie 
& Kersel, of Annfield Mills, Hawick, are also adding 
new finishing department at a cost of £5.000. 

Inverness.—Plans approved for houses at 
Drummond-rd. Council A: Jack Blackburn (F), 
Master of Works Offices, High-st., Inverness. 

Kilmarnock.—Corporation has approved in prix 
ciple plans for houses at Robertson-pl. (est. cos 
£25,000). A and QS: Neil S. Sutherland and William 
H. MacColl, Master of Works Offices, Kilmarnock, 

Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared for new _ housing 
scheme for the Corporation of Lanark at the Kildare 
housing development. A: Mr. James M. Whyte (F), 
38, High-st., Lanark. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans are in hand for Ross Brown 
Hamilton Estates Co., Ltd., for residential develop, 
ment at Fornigair, Hamilton. A: John 
son, 140, Cadzow-st., Hamilton West. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans approved for scheme of recon 
struction and additions to the Caldercruix Hotel at 
Lestercroft. A: White & Barrie, High-st., Lanark, 

Peterhead.—Plans in hand for a new factory (es. 
cost £357,000) at Wood-pl. A: Allan & Friskin (F), 
26, Castle-st., Dundee. 


CONSTRUCTION 





Full details of Public Appointments open will be 


found in the Advertisement 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (t) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 
FEBRUARY 3. 


*Huntingdonshire CC.—Sub-police station, Fletton. 
County A, Huntingdon. 


FEBRUARY 6. 

*+Peterborouzgh Joint Education Boards.—Extensions 
to Peterborough Technical College (approx. value 
£70.000). Portress & Richardson, architects, Lloyds 
Bank-chbrs., Peterborough. Tenders by April 18. 

*tWilts CC.—Fire station, Drove-rd., Swindon. 


C, Trowbridge. 
FEBRUARY 7. 
+Barking BC. 
and 28 blocks two-storey houses and flats at Thames 
View housing estate. Boro’ A. Dep. £5 5s. Quanti- 
ties by end of March. 
FEBRUARY 9. 
*tSurrey CC.—Police and fire brigade houses, 
Leatherhead. County A, Kingston. 
FEBRUARY 10. 
*tBurnley CB.—Two-classroom extension, Rosehill 
Cty. Jun. Sch. BE&S, 22-24, Nicholas-st. 
*tWorcestershire CC. — Engineering workshop, 
Evesham Cty. Sec. Sch. R. Sheppard & Ptnrs., archi- 
tects, 5, Southampton-pl., London, WC1 


pages of this and 








*tWorcestershire CC.—Sec. mod. sch., Upton-or 
Severn. F. Gibberd (F), 8, ‘Percy- St., London, Wi. 
Dep. £2 2s. 


FEBRUARY 11. 
*tBeds EC.—Extensions, Studham Sch. County A, 
Bedford. 
*Middleton BC.—Pitchmastic _— to 68 houses 
and 36 ffats, Hollin estate. Boro’ A. 


FEBRUARY 13. 

*+tEssex CC.—Additions, Wickford C of E Sh. 
County A, Chelmsford. 

*tLincoln (Kesteven) CC.—Extensions, Robert 
Pattinson Sec. Gram. Sch., North Hykeham. County 
A, Sleaford. 

FEBRUARY 14. 

East Retford BC.—50 permanent dwellings, including 
paths and drainage. Council’s A. Vallance & West 
wick, White Hart-chbrs., Mansfield. Dep. £2 2s. 

Manchester City C.—(1) Erection of North Mat 
chester High Sch. for Girls, Moston; (2) extensions 
and alterations to Brownley Green Sec. Sch., W 
shawe. City A, P.O Box 488. 


FEBRUARY 20. 
*Flintshire CC.—Schoo!, Queensferry. W. Griffiths 


(L), County A, Liwynegrin, Mold. Dep. £3 3s. 

*+Wandsworth BC.—29 dwellings, Southmead 
estate, Putney. BE&A. 

FEBRUARY 21. 

*Bournemouth CB.—12 flats. Tiglloway-ave.. West 
Howe estate. Boro’ A. Dep. £ 

*Faversham BC.—40 houses, Cities estate. BS. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

*Guildford BC.—26 pairs of houses, Park Baro, 
8 flats, Park Barn; and 8 flats, Belifields. BEA&S. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
*Nottingham City C.—Erection of Glapton inkts. 
and jun. schs., Clifton. City E&S. Dep. £2. 
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Southend-on-Sea CB.—Lavatory accommodation, 

porters Grange Sch., Southend. Boro’ A, 30, Alexan- 

dat. Dep. £2. 
FEBRUARY 22. 

*Wa'lasey CB.—€rection Birket Jun. Sch. Boro’ A. 


Dep. £1 Is 

FEBRUARY 23. 
*Ploughley RDC.—New: offices, etc., Queen’s-ave., 
Bicester. E&S. Dep. £3 3s. 

FEBRUARY 24. 
*acton BC.—Five lock-up xarayzes, Glendun-court, 
Western-ave. fa. BE. 

FEBRUARY 25. 

*Willenhall UDC.—81 flats, New Invention No. 2 
Town Ha!!. 


site. Arch., Dep. £3 3s. 
FEBRUARY 27. 

*Eccles Boro’.—Five shops with flats over and 9 

garazes and mess room, Brookhouse estate. BE&S. 


Riding CC.—Adaptation, 50, Thorne-rd., 

area dental clinic. County A, Bishop- 
Wakefield. 

FEBRUARY 29. 

Birmingham City C.—36 lour-storey maisonettes at 

Duddeston and Nechells redevelopment area. City A. 


Dep. £2 2s ; 
Waltham Holy Cross UDC.—Block of six se!f-con- 


inc'uding site works. outbuildings, pavings 


Dep. t+ 
*West 
Doneaster, as 
garth, Westtield-rd., 


tained Hats 


ec. E&S, Town Hall, Wa'tham Abbey. 
MARCH 5. 
Ellesmere Port BC.—12 traditional bungalows, 9 


houses and demolition works at Ince re- 
emt site. Boro’ E&S. Queen-st. Dep. £3 3s. 
MARCH 6. 

*Durham City C.—438 houses, 





Newton Hall estate. 





City E Dep. £2 2s. 

MARCH 9. 
*Ab'nedon Boro’.—20 houses, Oxford-rd. BE&S. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

NO DATE. : 
*Halifax CB.—Consiruction of Halifax Technical 
High Sct BE Dep. £4 4s. 
‘Wolverhampton CB.—85_— dweliin Perry Hall 
estate, Wednesfield. BE. Dep. £2 2s. 


PAINTING, MATERIALS, 


FEBRUARY 13. 
—Materials and services for High- 


EEC. 


East R’ og =e Cc oe 








wavs De unty S. Beve Dep. £2 

Heston ‘il Isteworth BC.—Building nd road 
materiuls and services Boro’ EX&S 

Norwich City C.—Road materiis. etc City E. 


Slough BC.—-Road materials Boro’ E 


Wortley RDC.—Road muaterials E&S 
FEBRUARY 14. 
Manchester City C.—Road materials, etc. City S. 
FEBRUARY 15. 
Road and building mater Boro 


Barking BC. 
E&S 


Swadlincote UDC.—Road materials and 
E&S 
FE ga ARV 16. 
Watford BC.—Road and r materials. Boro’ E 
cnaniuane 17. 





Acton BC.—Road miuterials. Boro’ E 
Brer'ey Hill UDC.—Read material E&S 
a Hempstead BC.——Rea iking, building. 


ind other materials. Bo 
al abecoush BC.—Road ma 


FEBRUARY 18. 





E. 
als. Boro’ S 


Caernurvonshire CC. — Road materials, etc. 

County S 

Neath BC.—Road materials, etc. Boro’ E, Gwyn 

all. 

Newark-on-Trent BC.—Road materials. Boro’ S. 
FEBRUARY 20. 

Ipswich CBC.—Road materials. Boro’ E&S. 
FEBRUARY 22. 

Greenwich MBC.—Road materials, ete. Boro’ 

&S 

Leighton Buzzard UDC.—Road materials. E&S. 

Southend-on-Sea CBC.—Painting of sub-structure 

of Southend Pier and incidental works. Pier Mer.. 





Pier Hill-bldys., Pier Hill. Dep. £1 Is. 
FEBRUARY 25. 
Bury CBC.—Road materials geal E. 
FEBRUARY 
ge BC.—Building Bog 
Boro’ E, Park House 
MARCH 12. 
Southend-on-Sea CBC.—Road materials. 


road materials. 


Boro’ E. 


MUNICIPAL AND CIVIL 
ENGINEERING WORKS, ETC. 


FEBRUARY 10. 

tAlnwick UDC.—1.600 lin. yds. 6-in. earthenware 
pipe sewer, with manholes, and construction of 
sewage disposal works. D. Bal! our & Sons, constg. 
engrs., 145, Pilgrim-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, 1. Dep. 

FEBRUARY 17. 

Ashbourne RDC.—Contract No. 1—1.300 yds. 6-in. 
dia. and 3.300 vds. 3-in. dia. water mains. etc., in 
Parishes of Hartington Town Quarter and Hartington 
Nether Quarter. Contract No. 2—Construction of 
Mass concrete reservoir (capacity 240.000 gals.) and 
appurtenant works at Hartington Nether Quarter. 
H. Litchfield, surveyor, Compton Offices, Ashbourne. 
{1 ls, each contract. 
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Chesterfield BC.—Construction at Old Whittington 
sewaze disposal works of sludge lagoon, involving 
50,000 cu. yds. excavation and filling, construction of 
light railway, fencing, etc. Boro’ E&S. Dep. £2 2s 

FEBRUARY 24. 

Middlesex CC.—Consiruction of dual 
ways, surlace water drains, footpaths, etc., 
Edimburzh trunk road, from Lawrence-st. 
Watford Way (about I} miles). 
George-st., SWI. Dep. £10 

MARCH 1, 

Swaffham RDC.—1.27U yds. 6-in. sewers, construc- 
tion of two pumping stations and laying of 1,500 yds. 
3-in. pumping main in parish of Weeting. S. Dep. 
x 


carriage- 
on London- 
to Page-st., 
County E, 10, Gt. 


Ss. 
Wigton RDC.—Works of water supply involving 
construction of one 500.000 and one 99,000 zals. 


Capacity r.c. reservoirs, break pressure tanks, filter 
station, micro-sirainer plant and ancillary works in 
parishes of Ireoy, Bo'tons, Westward and Aikton. 


W. K. Rodwell. Council's constz. 
Wetherby. Dep. £3 3s. 
MARCH 5, 


engr., 29, Hizh-st., 






Blofield and Flezg RDC.—42 miles 7-in. to 3-in. 
dia. spun-iron water mains. John Tavlor & Sons, 
Council's constg. enzrs., Artillery House. SWI. Dep. 
£5. 

Glendale RDC.—-Reziona! water scheme (first st ) 
in Woo'er distric Construction of (1) concrete 
intake on Carev Burn. (2) filter house. wash water 


eo ty etc., at Middleton Hall, (3) 


reservoir at Woole 


120.000 gal. r.c. 
(4) 2 miles 6-in. dia. asbestos- 
cement and 2 8-in. dia. spun-iron main with 
valves and fittings, etc. Waterhouse & Rounthwaite, 
Council's constg engrs., '65, Westmorland-rd., 
rd., Newcastle eae ne, 4. Dep. £5 5s. 

Hailsham = RDC.—New sea outtall consisting of 




















ia : mostly on timber piles, at 
y Ba construction of new sewage pump- 
ation, t and Orage tanks on piled 
foundjations & Blizard. Council’s constg 
enzrs., 59, Tufton-st.. SWI Dep. £5 5s. 
— i ie 
Redcar BC.—1 mi'e 84- dia. trunk sewer in open 
cut and tunnel, lenuths of pipe sewers eg dia 
and below ) vds. 36-in. dia. c.i. sea out n. 
{ Cc yverilow pipes J apourtenant work ho 
Tavior & Son Council's consty. enzrs., y 
House, SWI! Dep. £ 10s 
NO DATE. | 
Staveley UDC.—3 y I2-in. to 39-in. dia 
m S rs between Poolbeidee "and Inkesall Green. 


E&S Ben £1 ts. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Bermondsey.—Fiats.—TP 
Perspective sketch eleva 















v-st.) comprises 84 flats 
nz isc in I six-storey 
bloc rev biock and 7 maison- 
ettes I th the ground floor of this 
last block lock-up shops. Tenants’ 
stor vd 2 also be provided. Working 
draw v th xs, € 
Cu'p.n 

Chelsea 

propo 
Edith 
unper 





the Minister. 
Ho'born. 


-Housinc.—Bills of quantities are now 
d for the proposed erection for BC of 
e Mi!lman-st. and Miliman-mews ho usin 

is hoped that tenders for erection wil! be 
March. The scheme has been prepared 







—Fiats.—Hsg. 


Ho'born. 
and aporoved in principle 


Com. have now inspected 
comptetely revised sketch 
A for the erection of two 
each comprising 56 flats, on 
housing site 





p ans Boro’ 
14-storev tow or blocks, 
the Ormond-c 


prepared by 


Lambe‘h.—Ftars avp Matsonettes.—Plans for the 
development of site No. 30, Somers-rd. and site No 
31. Endvymion-rd., have now been approved by Hsg. 
Com The proposals comprise the erect'on of 3 
seven-storey blocks and 3 four-storey blocks providing 
18 bed-sitting room flats and 84 maisonettes on site 


No. 30: and I seven-storev b'ock and |! 
block of 52 flats on site No. 31 The 
Clifford Cu'pin & Ptnrs., 39. Douwthty-st., 
been instructed to proceed with working drawines for 
the schemes. which have an estimated cost of £284,000 
and £122.600 respectively. 


five-storey 
architects, 
WCI, have 


Lambeth.—A eeowrment.—Hs7. Com. recommend 
that Harry Moncrieff, FRIBA. AMPTPI. of Co-opera- 
tive P’annine. Ltd., 73b. South Side, Clapham 


Comrnon. SW4, be appointed as 
development of site No. 29, 
mated fee of £5.000 


architect for the 
Windsor-gr., at an esti- 


Lambeth.—A proinTMENT.—Recommendations have 
been made by Hse. Com. for the anpointment of 
P. T. Wa'ters. FRICS, 19. Sicilian House. Sicilian- 


ave... WCI. as quantity survevor in connection with 
the development of site No. 92. Avenue Park-rd. by 
the erection of 6 two-bedroom flats. 


Padd‘ncton. —— D Peopte’s DwetLincs.—TP Com 
recommend th tenders for the proposed develop- 
ment of old people's dwellings on the Hallfield estate 


be invited thoes a panel of contractors (to be deter- 
mined by that committee). including C. Miskin & 
Sons, Ltd., who are at present carrying out the stage 
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2 development of the estate. TP Com. also propose 
that Drake & Lasdun, 63, Gloucester-pl., W1, be 
appointed as architects for the development, and that 
Cyril Sweett & Ptars., 48, Bedford-row, WC1, be 
appointed as quantity surveyors. 

St. John’s Wood.—Housinc Estate.—Proposals 
have been made by Folkard & Hayward, estate agents, 
ot Baker-st., St. Mary! evone, for the erection of more 
than 60 houses—some detached, others in terraces— 
together with two large blocks of flats on nine acres of 
the Eyre estate, between Lords and Swiss Cottage on 
both sides of Boundary-rd., continuing through to St. 
John’s Wood Park. The houses will be sold at 
between £10,000 amd £15,000 each, the scheme having 
been prepared by Sir Thomas Bennett, CBE, FRIBA, 
43, Bloomsbury-sq., WC1 

St. Marylebone. -“—SYNAGOGUE.—AlIthough BC have 
no objection, LCC have refused planning permission 
for the erection of a five-storey building containing a 
synazozue, ottices and flats at Great Cumberland-pl., 
Seymour-st. and Quebec-mews. The proposals were 
made by the United Synagogue, Woburn House, Upper 
Woburn-p!., WCI, who are to submit revised plans to 
comply with the LCC’s requests. The scheme has 
been prepared by Sir Thomas Bennett, 43, Blooms- 
bury-sq., WC1 

Wandsworth.—MULTI-s rorREY 
have recommen 
planned for 


Fiats.—Hsg. Com. 
ded that 5 eight-storev blocks of flats 
William Witlison estate, Wimbledon 
Park, be each raised to II storeys high and that the 
Previously proposed eight-storey block on the site of 
the demolished ‘* Wood!ands”” be omitted in the 
amended layout proposals. Another amendment is 
I three-storey block of 6 flats be erected at a 
of £15,005 on the site of ** Ravenswood Lodge,” 
is to be demolished. The scheme has been 
pared by Sir Lancelot Keay. KBE, FRIBA, of 
Duckett & Ptinrs., 80, Wimpole-st., W1. 












(PROVINCIAL) 


Billingham-on-Tees.—UDC approved amended lay- 

n for Section 4 of Rosebery-rd. estate, and 
ders for building one-bedroom bunga- 
coln-cres. 












Birkenhead.—P ans submitted to BC:—146 dwell- 
ings at south side of Thinyuwall-rd. for Thomas & 
Cal Ltd., 31, Lyndhurst-rd., Birkenhead.—37 
houses and bungalows at ** se Priory °’ for Sunnyside 
Es l 1. Buttermarket-ave., Bidston 

ae Mar mal —House Bui id ng “Com. approved 
plans for four 6-storey blocks, each containing 27 





and two 8-storey blocks of flat 

. and for blocks of 4-, 6- and 

and flats at ps woe g 
He I 





S-storey 


maisone 








Birmingham. 
approva! tor 
Hospital, £250 

Blyth.—C 
first part o 
planned by é 
to cost about 
Ptnrs. (F). 

Brackley. 


received 
at Corbett 











to buil d following houses in 1956 
at Dairy Ground. and e at Para- 
on. 10 at Heimdon, four Marston 
seven at Sulgrave, five at Chacombe, 


arlton 
Staffs.- 


x n 
‘Brownh: Is. 


~U 7 to sell land at Lichfield- 















foore. Lt 58. Millers-st Aston Cross, 
Bi rm aaleitad fc or erec n of new factory 

Burnley. proposes ‘erection of aged persons’ 
hostei at vedere rd. 

Bu-y.—W. O. Street ging director of Bury 
Felt Co.. Ltd., proposes the tion of 269 dwellings 
at _Brandlesh ime Moss and a further 25 houses at 
Sprinuside View. Brandlesholme. 


Cockermouth.- —UDC plans erection of another 
four b 2st orey flats near Sullar-st. 

Consett (Durham).—UDC has approved a scheme 
for building of houses for disabled peopte. 

Coventry.—HC recommends agreement to MH 
& LG's request that 160 houses should be built 
for miners at Binley and Coventry Colleries. 

Cumberland.—EC's school building programme for 
1956-57 inc'udes new sec. sch. at Dalston, Carlisle, 
£155.000 est.; mew sec. sch. at Cleator Moor, 
£162.000 est.: new sch. at Marvport. £100.000 est.; 
new sec. sch. at Workington. £160.000 est.: and RC 
prim sch. at Whitehaven. It is proposed to spend 
further £107.000 on minor building operations. 
County A. Portland-sq.. Carlisle. 

Durham.—City C obtaining tenders for erection of 
48 houses at Newton Hall estate. Framwelligate 
Moor. lans by City E, Town Hall, Durham. 

Durham.—County Water Board. Neville Court, 
Durham. received loan sanction for £100.500 for 
bidgs. and mains in connection with Mainsforth 
auviliary water supply. 

Durham.—CC proposes 
County A 

Eccles.—BC approved p 
at north side of Belmont. 
Ltd 

Gateshead.—Plans have been approved for new 
United Services Club. £16.000 est. Arthur & 
Kirkup (L). Swinburne-st.. Gateshead. TC negotiat- 
ing for purchase of Keeterly site in Bensham-rd. for 
building of jun. sch. 

Guildford.—Surrey T&CP Com. approved scheme 
for erection of 92 houses at Shamlev Green. 

Hebburn.—UDC seeking loan sanction for £410,485 
for erection of 303 houses at Monkton (No. 3 
housing estate. Plans by S 

Manchester. —New parochial church hall with church 


cks of 





sec.g sch. at Sherburn. 


lans of warehouse and offices 
. for Fat! eys Infant Foods, 








over at vacant site at Princess-rd., Withington, for 
Trustees. A: Greenhalgh & Williams (A), 15, Mawds- 
ley-st., Bolton. 
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Middlesbrough.—British Oxygen Co., Ltd., Bridge- 
water House, Cleveland-row, London, SWI, to start 
work on £500.000 scheme for construction of new 
oxygen plant at I2-acre site at Lackenby. 

Middlesbrough. — Subject to confirmation by 
Finance Com., Estates and Development Com. is 
including in its estimates £20,000 for laying out land 
at corner of South Bank-rd. and Cargo Fleet-la.; 
£11,000 for laying out Cumberland-rd. light indus- 
trial area; and £25,000 for another stage of structural 
repuirs to Town Hall and Municipal Buildings. 
Boro’ E. 

Middleshrough.—TP Com. approved preliminary 
plans for proposed extensions to Marks & Spencers’ 
stores which will involve pulling down about 30 
houses. A: Norman Jones, Sons & Rigby (F), 271, 
Lord-st.. Southport. 

Newcastle.—Test borings to be made next month 
at Barrass Bridge site in connection with proposed 
new town hall, and plans and specifications will be 
Submitted to Roval Fine Arts Commission for 
approval. Plans by City A. QS: T. Barrett. Sons 
& Ptinrs.. Brunswick-pl. Engrs.-for structural work: 
R. T. James & Pinrs., Clevering-pl. Est. cost of 
whole scheme is £2 million. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—EC to invite tenders shortly 
for third stage of construction of new Rutherford 
College of Technology. Plans by City A, 18, Cloth 
Market. QS: P. Allen & Hill, Tankerville-ter. 
Structural steelwork engrs.: T. F. Burns & Ptnrs., 
Ellison-pl.; and heating, ventilating and electrical 
engrs.: R. W. Gregory & Ptnrs., Pilgrim House.— 
Fielden & Wharfe (A), 27, Ridley-pl., Newcastle, 
appointed architects by EC for proposed Kenton 
prim. sch., No. 2. 

Newcastle - on - Tyne. — Robt. Deuchar, Ltd., 
brewers. have plans in hand for new hotels at New- 
castle and Alnwick. : 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—J. Rowell & Son, Ltd.. 143, 
High-st., Gateshead. to build licensed premises at 
Howlett Hall Farm, Denton Burn. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Contract expected to be let 
soon for erection of warehouse. workshop, offices and 
garage in Grantham-rd., for Tyne Taxis, Lid., and 
J. M. & J. Bartlett. Ltd. A: Newcombe & New- 
combe (F), 23, Eldon-sq. 

Newport. Sulop.—UDC to lease site to Audley En- 
gineerine Co.. Lid.. for erection of new works. 

Northa‘lerton.—UDC to build 100 houses during 
next two vears. S: A. J. Hardy-King, Council 
Offices. Northallerton. 

Nottingham.—Six-storey building to house new 
People’s College of Education to be erected at 
clearance site bordered by Castle-rd., Walnut Tree- 
la., Isabellor and Edward-st. First two instalments 
est. to cost £400,000. 

Oldbury.—TC to lease site at Roway-la. to J. A. 
Hemming, Ltd., for erection ef new industrial 
premises. 

Portsmouth. — Work on new law courts and 
central police station expected to start in autumn. 

Redcar. — Westfield Estates, Ltd., to erect 75 
houses at Marske, nr. Longbeck trading estate. 

Rotherham.—Stage | of new Herringthorpe Congre- 
gational Church at Wickerslev-rd. A: J. Mansell 
Jenkinson & Son (F), 18. Norfolk-row, Sheffield. 

Salop.—Start expected in next r on following 
new sec. mod. schs.: Bishop's Castle (£102,540), 
Bridgnorth girls’ (£128.750). Bridgnorth mod. tech. 
(£134.418), C'eobury Mortimer (£79.930), and Stoke- 
sav mod. (£99.250). New Shrewsbury College of 
Further Education. £188.790 est.. and further instal- 
ment of new Oswestry College Further Education 
to be built.—Prim. schls. programme includes com- 
pletion of Albrighton cty. infants’ (£39.760), Meole 
Brace cty. jun. (£52,045) and Wellington cty. jun. 
(£66.380). 

Seaham.—UDC approved use of land in Station- 
rd., mr. Clare-st. bridge. for housing purposes, and 
layout p'ans are to be prepared by S. 

Sheffield.—HC received Government permission to 
borrow £5.000.000 for housing in coming year.— 
Tenders to be invited in next few months for erection 
of 974 flats for first phase of Park Hill redevelop- 
ment scheme. 

Sheffield.—Building of multi-storey car park to 
accommodate 900 vehicles at Sycamore-st. approved 
in principle by TP Com. 

Solhull.—TC received MH&LG approval for erec- 
tion of mew assembly hall block as Stage 1 of pro- 
posed new Civic Centre. £253,000 est. A: E. B. 
Webber (F). 39. Gordon-sq.. WC1. ’ 

Staffs.—Birminzham Regional Hospital Board pro- 
poses modernising North Staffordshire Royal Infirmary, 
£275,000 est.; St. Edwards Hospital, Cheddleton, 
£150.000 est.; and Staffordshire General Infirmary, 
£60.000 est. 

Stocknort.—BC proposes expenditure of £16,972 
for four children’s homes. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—Boro’ A to report on question 
of bui'ding four- and five-bedroom houses. [C has 
approved revised estimate of £57.218 for laving of 
water mains. and Ioan sanction has been received 
for £745.589 for roads and sewers at Hardwick 
housing estate.—G. P. Stainshv (F), 57, High-st., 
Steckton. prepared plans for office block in Grange- 
field-rd. for A. E. Grav & Son. and outline plan 
for houses in Colchester-rd. for F. H. Bloom.—M. 
Trotter (L), High-st.. Stockton. is the architect for 
propysed new building at junction Hume-st./Norton- 
rd. for T. Cowie (Sunderland). Ltd. 

Sunder'and.—Apnlication has been made to M of 
Transport for rep'anning of West Southwick Ship- 
yard owned bv Austin & Pickersgill. Ltd. Work 
includes increasing number of building berths from 
two to three. Consulting Eners.: R. T. James & 


Ptnrs., Clavering-p!., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


THE BUILDER 


Sunderland.—British Railways contemplating re- 
construction of north end of Central Railway 
Station. 

Tynemouth.—TC has plans to build 850 houses 
by Sept., 1960.—Alterations and extensions proposed 
to Boro’ Open Air School. Boro’ S. 

Tynemouth.—William Stockdale (F), 73. Howard- 
st., North Shields, is architect for proposed altera- 
tions and additions in Stephenson-st.. North Shields, 
for Henderson & Co., house furriishers.—Plans by 
R. Burke (L), Lambton House, Lambton-rd., New- 
castle-on-Tyne, for RC sec, mod. sch. at Lynn- 
td. have been approved.—Plans being prepared by 
G. H. Gray & Pinrs. (F), 52, Camden-st., North 
Shields, for offices in Cliveest. for National Union 
of Seamen.—J. T. Bell & Sons, bidrs. and contrs., 
Market-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, to erect houses at 
Marden North, Cullercoats.—D. Dunleavy. bidr., 
Cullercoats, to erect 32 houses west of The Broad- 
way.—Plans by R. Fielding, Aldwych House, WC2, 
for office block, etc.. for Blackwood Hodge, Lid., 
approved.—TC is considering further coast protec- 
tion works at Sea Wall, Percv-sq.—TC received loan 
sanction for £50.370 for 40 houses at West Chirton. 
—Tenders to be invited by TC for 15 houses at 
Waterville-rd. to plans by Boro’ E. During next 
five vears. TC proposes building 360 houses for 
general needs and 490 for slum clearance. 
Wallsend.—TC approved lavout p!ans for 52 houses 
and bungalows. Boro’ S.—Plans for extensions to 


Civic Hall on The Green have been approved. 
£21.000 est. A: R. Burke (L), 10, Lambton-rd,, 
Newcastle. 


West Ridingz.—CC proposes erection of new sec. 
mod. sch. nr. White Cross, Guiseley. 

Whitchurch.—UNDC to prepare plans for further 60 
dwellings at Small!brook site. 

Workington. — Oldfield. Simpson & Saul (L), 
National Provincial Bank-chbrs., Workington, have 
prepared plans for proposed bakery at Workington 
for Reas Caterers, Ltd. Tenders are being invited. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

@ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 


Altrincham.—Nine bungalows at St. Andrew’s-ave., 
Timperley, and 16 bungalows at Broomwood estate 
for TC. *Massey & Quinn, Ltd.. Timperley. 

Ratley.—72 houses at Purlwell estate for TC. 
*Direct labour. £85.100. 

Bebineton.—48 flats with ancillary works at Town- 
la.. Lower Bebington. for BC. Boro’ E&S: T. H. 
McGrath, BEng. AMICE, AMIMunE., Bebineton: 
Hampton. Sons & James, £94.159: Roberts & S!oss, 
Ltd., £80.769: Unit Construction Co., Ltd.. £76.069; 
ee & Cross, Ltd., 68, Argyle-st., Birkenhead, 
£73.182. 

Bedlington (Northumberiand).—Hotel, for  R. 
Deuchar & Co.. brewers, Newcastle: *R. W. Bell & 
Sons. Mistletne-rd.. Newcastle. 

Bilston. Staffs.—48 two-storey flats for TC. 
*Gregory Housing. Ltd., Worthing, Sussex. £59.207. 

Birkenhead.—New science block at Bidston-rd. for 
Birkenhead School, Ltd. ‘*Lloyd & Cross, Ltd., 
Arevie-st.. Birkenhead. 

Blackburn.—F xtensions to_Longshaw jun. sch. for 
EC. *John Dickinson & Co. (Bolton), Ltd., Fair- 
clough-st., Bolton. 

Rootle.—New warehouse at Millers Bridge and 
Fffingham-st. for Liverpool Warehousing Co., Ltd. 
*Sir Alfred McAlpine & Co., Ltd., Hooton-rd., 
Hooton, Cheshire. 

Brackley.— Works. for RDC: 16 houses at Farthing- 
hoe, *F. A. Hedges. £25.076: 8 houses at Croughton, 
*Bracklev Builders. Ltd., £13.059. 

Bracknell.—Secondary modern school No. 2. for 
Berkshire CC. Countv A: J. T. Castle (A). Wilton 
House. Reading: *J. M. Tones & Sons. Ltd.. Highway 
Works. Maidenhead. £153.010 (revised tender). 

Bristol.—15-storey block of 98 flats at Barton Hill 
for City C. Gity A: J. Nelson Meredith (F). Council 
House. College Green. ‘*Holland & Harnen & 
Cubitt’s, Ltd., 1, Queen Anne’s-gate, SWI. £322,616. 

Chesterfield.—276 houses at Calverton No. 2 site 
for Coal Industry Housing Association. *George 
Wimpey & Co.. Ltd., London. 

Coventrv.—39 fats at Manor House estate for TC. 
*S. J. Smith & Co. (Bidford), Ltd., Smith-rd., Wed- 
neshurv, Staffs. 

Crewe.—New shop and office hieck at town centre 
for Ravenseft Pronerties, Ltd. *Holland and Hannen 
& Cubitts. Ltd.. Liverpool. 

Dewsbury.—12 houses and 12 bungalows at 
Chickenlev Hall site for BC. and seven bungalows 
at Nerth Park-st. *Fell Construction Co., Ltd., 20a. 
Lawefield-la., Wakefield. 

Gatesherd.—Extensions to fabricatine shon. for 
Clark. Chanman & Co.. engineers: *Brims & Co., 
Citv-rd.. Newcastle, £20.000. 

Greenock.—44 houses at Bracholston housing site, 
Inverkip-rd.. for SRC. OS: Woodrow & Thomson, 
F/FST. Clvdesdale Bank-hldgs.. Cathcart-sq., Green- 
ock: *Weir Housine Cornn.. Ltd., Calder-st., Moss- 
end. Corthrieve. £49.294 (subject to approval of 
Senttich Board of Herth), 

Harrow.—40_  two-hedroomed flats at  Llovd-ct., 
West End-la.. Pinner. for UDC. *Comben & Wake- 
line. T.td.. Kingsbury House. Kingsbury Circle, NW9. 
£63.737 (subject to MH&LG approval). 

Houchton-le-Springe.—°! houses and 12 garaces at 
Burnside estore. for UDC. S: A. Veitch: *Direct 
labour, £121,813. 
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Leeds.—Block of offices and warehouse at White 
Cross, Guiseley, for Greenwoods, Lid., Halifax 
*Thos. Feather & Co. (Bradford), Ltd. : 

Leeds.—New factory premises at Seacroft for For. 
grove Machinery Co., Lid. *Higys & Hill, Lig 
Leeds.—Two-storey factories and office at Parkside, 
Hunslet, for Porterprint. Ltd. *J. Ledgard & Sons, 
Ltd., Ventnor-st., Leeds 7. . 

{London (Air Ministry).—New works contracts to 
value £500 or over for week ended January 2}-— 
Builders’ work: *Michael Thompson (Public Works 
Contractors & Engineers). Ltd.. Pettine-rd Upperby 
Carlisle: *Robert Watson & Co. (Constructional Engi. 
neers), Ltd., Filton, Bristol. *Hadsphaltic Construction 
Co.. Ltd.. Ibex House. Minories. EC3: *William 
Bowers & Co. (Hereford). Ltd., Hunts-la.. Eigns 
Hereford: *T, Gill & Son (Norwich), Ltd.. Hallrg” 
Norwich; *Drabble Construction. Lid.. Ble'chley, 
Bucks: *Walter Lawrence & Son. Ltd.. Ventnor 
House, London-st., Swaffham. Norfolk: *R. Pert & 
Sons. Ltd.,_ Balmain-st.. Montrose. Angus: *Freq 
Pearson & Co., Ltd.. 32, Cemetery-rd.. Doncaster 
Yorks. Artificers’ work: *A. Richmond & Sons’ 
Ltd.. West Side. Retford. Notts. Cleanino fuel tanks: 
*Simmons & Hawker, Ltd., Southdown Works, Point 
Pleasant. SWI. Hangar approaches: *Tarmac, Ltd, 
Ettingshall. Wolverhampton. ‘ 

London (Metropolitan Water Board).—2.500 yd, 
24 in.. 800 yd. 18 in and 6.200 yd. 15 in. main from 
Woodford pumping station, Walthamstow. to Man. 
ford-way, Chigwell: *William Press & Son, Ltd, 
£61,183. 

{London (War Dept.).—Works con'racts placed 


in week ended January 21:—Angus: Miscellaneous, 
*Laird Bros.. Forfar. Berkshire: Building work, 
*G. T. Crouch, Ltd.. Leatherhead. Berkshire: 
Boiler installation, *Danks of Netherton. Ltd, 
Netherton. Essex: Painting. *Donald Humberstone 
& Co., Ltd.. Louth. Hampshire: Painting and 


decorating. *Arnold Sharrocks. Ltd.. Ash. Hamp. 
shire: Miscellaneous. *W. R. Smith. Havling Island, 


Middlesex: Roadwork, *William F. Rees. Ltd, 
London. Lanarkshire: Miscellaneous. *Wm_ Fraser 
& Ptnrs.. Ltd., Glasgow. Leicestershire: Painting 


and decorating, *T. E. Cundv & Son. L'd.. Leices 
ter. Nottinghamshire: Building work. *A. Mason 
(Contrs.), Ltd.. Nottingham. Oxfordchire: 
laneous. *Lindum (Lincoln). Ltd.. Bedford Shrop. 
Shire: Sports ground construction. *Hadsphaltic 
Construction Co., Ltd.. London.  Wilrchiro Ruild 
ing work. *J. T. Parsons & Son. Ltd.. Westbury, 

Manchester.—Works for City C. 197 houses. flats 
and maisonettes at Vernon-td.. Bredburv.  *Eric 
Enthwistle. Ltd.. Altrincham. Nine aged persons’ 
bungalows, Catterick Hall estate, Didsbury. *E. V. 
Hughes & Ptnrs., Manchester. 

Manchester.—Erection of St. Clare’s RC _ sch. 
Blackley. for RC Diocese of Salford. *W. J, 
Simms, Sons & Cooke, Ltd., Haydn-rd., Nottingham. 

Midlothian.—New scheme of houses #nd_ shops, 
etc., at Newhattle housing site. A* J. Anstin Bent 
(A), 15, Palmerston-pl.. Westend. Edinhurch: *!ohn- 
stone & Clelland, Ltd., High-st. Works. Mussel- 
bureh. 

Newcastle-on-Tvne.—56 flats and maisonettes in 
three-storey blocks at Kenton North. for City C. 
Citv A: G. Kenvon, 18, Cloth Market. Newcastle: 
*John Twiname. Ltd.. Brigham, Cockermouth, Cum- 
berland. £79,814. 

Newcastle-on-Tvne.—New grandstand at St. James's 
Park football eround. for Newcastle United Football 
Club, Ltd.: *George Wimpey & Co., Ltd.. Orchard 
Howse. Newcas'te-on-Tvne. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—New offices in Hood-st. for 
Grainger Building Societv. A: L. J. Couves ®& Ptnrs. 
(F). Carliol House. Newcastle. *Thomas Clements 
& Sons. Jesmond, Newcastle-cn-Tvne. ; 

Oldham.—New refuse disposal works at Gledwick- 
td. for BC. *G. Dew & Co., Ltd., Main-rd., 
Oldham. 

Orknev.—Houses. etc., at Cantrick-rd.. Srramness, 
for SCC. Council A. Librarv-hides.. Kirkwall: 
*William J Harvie. Orkadale Works. Stromness. 

Penrith.—Hall suitable for dances. etc.. at tune 
tion of Princes-st. and Gt. Dockwray: *R. E. Reay 
& Son. Penrith. £275,000. 

Somford.—Second stage of Brantham sewage 
scheme. for RDC: *Thomas C. Stewart. Ltd.. Ine 
wich, £51.755 (subject to approval of MoH & LG). 

Sheffield.—Eight shops and maisonettes and one 
single-storey multiple shop at Greenhill-Bradway 
estate and five sinele-storev shops and five lock-up 
garages at Gleadless Valley estate: tAckroyd & 
Abbott. Ltd.. £34.901 and £7.410. 

Southport.—97 dwellings at 
Ainsdale, for CBC. Boro’ A and Tewn Planning 
Officer. Wilfred L. Lowry (A). DinTP. AMTPI, 
99/105. Lord-st.. Sonthport: *Lloyd & Cross, Ltd., 
Birkenhead, £167,900. . 

Sonth Shields.—New Cleadon Park onen-air school, 

A: R. Collins (A), St. Hilda-st.. South 
OS: J. S. Glover, 13. Winchesrer-st.. South 
Shields: tD. Glen. Ltd.. Albert-rd.. Jarrow-on-Tyne, 
£55.431 (subject to approval of M of E) 

South Shields.—Construction of platers’ shop and 
conversion of dry dock into oil storave tank. for 





Burnlev-rd._ estate, 


Brigham & Cowan. Ltd., South Shields Constg. 
eners.: Maunsell, Posford & Pavrv. Abhev_ Ho. 
Victoria-st.. SW1: *Marples, Ridgeway & Ptors., 


London. SWI1. 

Sunderland.—New workmen's and social club a 
Pennvwell: *CWS Building Dept., West Blandford- 
st.. Newcastle, £70.000. 

Walsal.—196 houses at Mossley estate. for TC. 
*Sir Alfred McAlpine & Son, Ltd., Little Sutton, 
Wirral. Cheshire. £275,838. 

Wigan.—Seven shops and flats at Worsley Mednes 
estate. *Direct labour. £31,039. 
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